THE LOS ANGELES FATHOM ERS
CONSTI TUTI ON

(Revised May 11, 2008)

PREAMBLE

The Fathom ers of Los Angel es was organi zed on March 4, 1957. The
purpose of the club is to pronote and encourage the sport of free
di vi ng, underwater hunting and to bring to it's nmenbers a platform
of social interaction through neetings and activities of I|ike
interest. (rev. 1/21/07)

The Fathom ers is at heart a social club and nmakes no pretense,
inplied or inferred, at having the ability to educate, protect, or
ensure a nenber, associate, applicant or party thereof against
fatal or other injuries incurred while engaged in any ocean
activity.

Any person desirous of engaging in Free D ving and Underwater
Hunting should nmake a self-effort to educate himor herself with
t he i nherent dangers including but not limted to shall ow wat er -
bl ackout, shark attacks, drowning, ear and sinus injuries not to
menti on boating and equi pnent acci dents.

ARTICLE | - GOVERN NG BODY
1. The Fathomiers shall be governed by the follow ng board of
di rectors:
a. Pr esi dent
b. Vi ce President
C. Secretary
d. Treasurer
e. Recor der
f. Past Presi dent
g. Newsl| etter Editor (Volunteer)
h. Board Sponsor (Vol unteer)
i Web Master (Vol unteer position)
] Conservation Liason
k. Menber shi p Advisor (rev. 1/21/07)
2. The board will neet nonthy, or as needed and when possible
advi se the general nenbership when those neetings wll take

pl ace so interested parties may attend. The Board does have
the right to have “cl osed” neetings when they deem necessary.




The role of the board shall be:

To define the direction of the club.

To set and naintain a budget of incomes and expenditures.
To maintain an interaction between our club, the diving
councils and ot her cl ubs.

d. To define club dives (Wth input of the general
menber shi p) and publish the dates and | ocati ons chosen.

oo

e. To secure speakers and or entertai nnent for the neetings,
banquet, and special events.

f. Secure the usual annual awards and T-Shirts consi stent
with quality products and conpetitive prices. (Revised
01-12-06)

g. The board is authorized to incur an expenditure of not

nore than $500 for any reason not covered in this
article. Any expenditure over $500 shall require a 2/3rds
majority vote of the menbership at a regular neeting.
(Revi sed 01-12-06)

The offices of the Fathom ers may be term nated, added to, or
conbi ned by | egislative action only.

The succession of officers shall be in the order listed in

article I, part 1. The highest officer present shall assune
the duties of an officer who is absent.

ARTICLE Il - DUTIES OF COFFI CERS

The President shall:

a. Preside at all neetings and direct the activities of The
Fat hom ers.
b. Have the authority to call special neetings and appoint

comm tt ees.

C. Assunme responsibility for maintaining order at club
nmeeti ngs and functions.

d. Assune responsibility for the disposition and care of
club assets.

e. Assunme responsibility for the proper functioning of
officers and comm ttees.

f. Present all trophies and awards.

’ Revi sed 12-9-96



The Vi ce-President shall:

a.

Assist the President in any way possible in helping
officiate the club

Lead the board in securing speakers and/or entertainnment
for neetings and events.

Preside at all neetings that the President is
unavai |l abl e.

Presi de over any inpeachnent proceedings that does not
involve the office of Vice-President.

The Secretary shall:

a.

d.

Keep an accurate record of the proceedings at club
neetings. At each club neeting he/she shall be prepared
to read the mnutes of the preceding regular neeting and
of any special neeting held thereafter.

Keep an account of any special events in the I[ife of the
club that are of historical interest and val ue.

Devel op and maintain a library to preserve witten and
visual materials of a historical or informational nature.

Engage in club correspondence.

The Treasurer shall:

a.

Enter regularly in records for that purpose; a full and
accurate account of nonies received and paid out of club
f unds.

Make paynments out the club funds, by check or petty cash,
only for authorized club business. Wen necessary the
Presi dent may nmake simlar expenditures.

The signatures of the Treasurer and the President shal
be required on all checks.

Keep a conplete record of the club nmenbership. The record
shal | indicate:

1. The nunber of neetings and dives attended by
prospective nmenbers during their probationary
peri od.

2. Date of adm ssion to the cl ub.

3. Nane, address and tel ephone nunber of each
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menber .

4. Status of each nenber as either active,
i nactive, associate, or lifetine.

5. Date of term nation of nenbership

Col l ect all dues and special assessnents authorized by
the club. The Treasurer is authorized to prorate or
refund dues in keeping wth fair and accepted accounti ng
practi ces.

Gve a witten and or oral financial report at the board
nmeeti ngs.

Establ i sh and maintain a checking account in the nane of
the club with a reputable financial institution at the
| east possible cost.

Establish, maintain and keep up to date a financial
record book/|edger etc. and reconcile regularly with the
check book.

Have above records available at board neetings. The
president will have access to the records at all tines.
O her board nenbers wll have access at the board
nmeeti ngs or by special request.

The Recorder shall:

a.

Maintain an up-to-date record of the club individua
poi nt system and record catches.

Recei ve, record, and have the authority to question the
validity of all proof of catch forns.

Be the judge of in the weighing and neasuring of catches
during the intra-club conpetitions. He may be assisted by
ot her nenbers.

Be famliar with current fish and gane | aws.

Possess and maintain the club scal es, neasuring devices,
catch fornms, first aid kit, and a copy of the current
fish and gane | aws. The Recorder shall ensure that these
itens are available for use at each club dive.

The Past President shall:

a. Based on at |east a year of service the Past President has

a certain expertise he will be able to Iend the current
Board. When that Board determ nes a need they may solicit

-4-



7.

a.
8.

a.

b.
9.

a.
10.

a.

t he Past President for guidance.

The Newsl etter Editor shall:

Through the creative process devel op and produce a nonthly
Newsl etter keeping the nmenbership abreast of current events
of a spearfishing nature, and nost inportantly the nonthly
club competitive standings.

The Board Sponsor:

A vol unteer position selected by the President who feels a
need for additional input beyond the Past President. Wile
the Past President is a “fixed” position by nature the
Board Sponsor could be anyone the current President feels
has insight to assist himor the Board in a tine of need.

The Board Sponsor will make no effort at directing the
Menbership but will act in a confidential manner as a
personal Aid to the President.

Conservation Liaison Oficer:

A vol unteer position selected by the President will attend
public State Ecol ogy/Fish and Gane neetings of a nature
that woul d i npact Spearfishing such as “No Take Zones”, the
elimnation of current |egal species fromthe sport catch
lists, and other matters of inportance to the sport of
Spearfishing and keep the organization infornmed on
ot her inportant matters concerni ng Ecol ogy.

(Revi sed 01-12-06)

Web Master:

The Web Master is a volunteer position selected by the
President. The Wb Master will nmaintain control of the
Los Angeles Fathomers web site and nmake changes and
additions through the creative process or as directed by
the President and or the Board of Directors.

(Revi sed 01-12-06)

11. Menbership Advisor:

a.

The Menbershi p Advisor shall hel p prospective nmenbers with
all required docunents to beconme a new nenber
(rev.1/21/07)



ARTICLE 111 - ELECTI ONS

Only active club nenbers are eligible to election as officers
of the club

Nom nations for club offices will be taken at the Novenber
cl ub neeting.

Club officers shall be elected by a sinple majority of the
club nmenbers present at the Decenber club neeting.

Newl y el ected club officers shall take office and assune their
responsibilities in January.

Shoul d an officer resign prior to regular el ections, a special

election will be conducted and a nenber elected to fill the
vacant office for the bal ance of the term

ARTICLE IV — MEMBERS

Menbership to the Fathomers is open to all persons regardl ess
of age, sex, race, religion, sexual preference, or physical
di sability.

Persons under the age of 18 nust submt a waiver of liability
signed by their legal guardian prior to acceptance into the
cl ub.

It is recognized that free diving and spearfishing are
inherently risky activities. Wiile it is the policy of the
Fathomers to pronote and encourage safe practices, each
menber is ultimately responsible for his/her owm safety. The
club does not accept any liability for personal |oss or
i njury.

Menber categories:

a. Active Menber - Miust have conpl eted the requirenents for
a new nenber, be voted into the club, and nust have paid
annual dues within the required tine.

b. | nacti ve Menber - Menbers who have not paid annual dues
within the required tinme, wll be reclassified as
i nactive. A nmenber who is inactive nmay not vote, receive
points for club dives, submt fish records, or receive
the club newsletter

C. Associ ate Menber - Any person that has interest in
receiving the «club newsletter and attending club
functions. Associate nenbers nay not vote, or receive
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awar ds ot her than honorary.

d. Lifetime nmenbers - Lifetinme nmenbership is an honorary
menber shi p bestowed upon individuals in recognition of
their outstanding contributions to the L. A Fathomers or
to the sport of free diving. Lifetine Menbers shall enjoy
all the rights and privileges of active nenbers.

Duti es of nenbers

a. Uphold and abide by the conditions set forth in the
constitution and by-| aws.

b. bserve common safety practices. (Revised 3-11-04)

C. Act in a courteous, civilized. and respectful manner
whenever wearing the club enblem or acting as an
i dentifiable nmenber of the club.

d. Carry out all assigned duties and responsibilities to the
best of their ability.

e. Al'l Fathom er menbers have to observe and conply with al
Federal, State, Foreign and Local regulations regarding
di ving and taki ng of gane.

f. Abide by the rules of conpetition and act in a manner
consistent with fairness and good sportsmanshi p.

ARTI CLE V - NEW MEMBERSH P

Prospective nenbers nust be sponsored by an active nmenber of
the club and have a recruit application on file with the dub
President and paid $30 Associate dues or prorated associate
dues as specified by the treasurer. (Revised 3-11-04),
(Revi sed 9-14-06)

Prospective nenbers are subject to a probationary period

During this tine they nust attend 3 regular club neetings and
3 regular club dives. These requirenents nust be conpleted
within a 12 nonth period. Prospective new nenbers nust al so
make contributions of service to Fathomer Cub sponsored
events during their probationary period.

Wen the probationary requirements have been net, the

* Revi sed 12-9-96



probationer will be considered for nenbership at the March

and Septenber neetings. The probationer DOES NOT have to be in
attendance the night of his vote. A unaninous vote of the
menbers present, in secret ballot voting, is required for
acceptance into the club. The Probationer will be notified by
their sponsor as to their acceptance or rejection for
menber shi p. (Revi sed 05-11-08)

Wthin 1 nonth of acceptance the new nenber nust pay the
prorated full nenbership dues as specified by the treasurer.
(Revi sed 09-14-06)

Newl y accepted nenbers shall be credited with all points and
records accunul ated during their probationary period of that

Cal endar awards Year. Any points and Records accurul ated wi ||
“die” in Decenber the sanme as for all nenbers.

1 & 4 Revised 9-14-06

ARTI CLE VI — LEAVE OF ABSENCE

A nmenber may request to go inactive (Leave of Absence) in
situations of need, such as MIlitary, Enploynent, or Persona
obligations by requesting this status through the «club
Presi dent or another Board nenber in the Presidents absence.

The President or Board nenber contacted will insure that a
Board neeting be held as soon as possible. The Board wl
insure that the requesting nenber’s financial obligations to
the club are paid up to date and consider the reason for the
request. Where there is no intent or desire to exam ne ones
personal issues the Board will expect that the request be nade
due to unavoi dabl e circunstances. The Board wi |l then approve
or di sapprove the request.

| f approved, the Board will grant a | eave of absence fromthe
date of request to the foll ow ng dues period.

It is the nenber’s responsibility to notify a Board nenber of
hi s/ her intentions of either remaining on | eave or returning,
prior to the nonth of April each year. Should a nenber fail to
make such notification the nenber wll be subject to
term nati on.

A nmenber returning fromLeave of Absence will pay his/her dues
and resune active status. A termnated nmenmber will have to
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apply for reinstatenment in the manner prescribed by this
Consti tution.

A menber on Leave of Absence is officially divorced from al
activities and benefits.

(*I'ncl uded Novenber 3rd, 2002)

ARTICLE VIl — LIFETI ME MEMBERSH P

A maximum of one lifetine nenbership may be awarded per
cal endar year.

Nomi nations for lifetine nmenbership will be presented at the
Oct ober cl ub neeting.

Menbers wishing to make a nomi nation shall give a verbal
presentation in support of the nom nation and provide a one
page typewitten biography of the nom nee. The outstanding
nature of the nomnee's contribution to the L.A Fathomers or
to the sport of free diving should be clearly denonstrated in
both the presentati on and bi ography.

If nore than one nom nation has been nade for the year, a
secret ballot vote of the nenbers present shall determ ne
whi ch nom nee will be accepted for consideration as a lifetine
menber .

Witten notice nust be provided to all nenbers prior to a
final vote on lifetinme nmenbership. The one page bi ography nust
be included as part of the witten notice.

A two-thirds vote of the nenbers present in the Novenber club
nmeeting, in secret ballot voting, is required to bestow a
[ifetime menbership.

Lifetime nenberships will be formally presented at the annua
cl ub banquet in February. (* Revised Novenber 3", 2002)

ARTICLE VI1I - TERVMS OF MEMBERSHI P

Active Menbers:

a. To maintain active status in the club, nenbers nust pay
their annual dues on or before the March club neeting and
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have an Active-Menber application on file with the Cub
President. (Revised 3/10/03) and again (Revised (3/11/04)

b. Menbers who maintain active status shall be credited with
the points for club dives and fish records for the entire
year.

C. Active nenbers shall receive all privileges and benefits

of organi zed club activities.
| nacti ve nmenbers:

a. Menbers shall automatically be reclassified as inactive
for failure to pay their annual dues at or before the
March cl ub neeti ng.

b. | nactive nmenbers shall automatically be reclassified as
active menbers if their annual dues are received by the
Treasurer on or before Decenber 31st.

C. | nactive nmenbers will not be credited with points for
club dives and fish records accunul ated prior to their
reclassification as active nenbers.

Term nation and Rei nstatenment of Menbershi p:

a. | nactive nmenbers shall automatically be term nated from
club nmenbership for failure to pay their club dues on or
bef ore Decenber 31st.

b. After term nation of nenbership, persons wi shing to be
rei nstated nust:

1. Be recomended for reinstatenment by an active club
menber .

2. Receive an affirmative vote of 2/3 of the nenbers
present, in secret ballot voting, to be reinstated.

3. Pay the prorated dues as specified by the Treasurer
within 1 nonth of acceptance.

4. Must have an Active-Menber Application on file with
the C ub President.
Associ ate nenbers shall pay dues of $30 a year.
(Revi sed 01-12-06)
Al'l expenses related to lifetine nenberships shall be paid out
of club funds.
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The annual dues for full menbership shall be $40. 00
(Revi sed 1-12-06)

Menbers nust possess a valid California fishing |icense when
di vi ng.

Menbers are required to join The G eater Los Angel es Counci
of Divers (GLACD) and the Underwater Society of America
(US.A) to be eligible to participate in Council dive neets
or other sanctioned events. Menbers are encouraged but not
required to join these organi zations to participate in club
di ves.

*Revi sed 1-12-06
*Revi sed 9-14-06

ARTICLE I X - VOTI NG

Only active nenbers and lifetinme nenbers are eligible to vote.
A sinple majority vote of the nmenbers present at regular club
nmeetings is required to pass routine club business,
expenditures or activities.

A 2/3 majority of the menbers present is required to:

a. Change the constitution.

b. Rei nstate fornmer nenbers

C. Term nate a nmenbership for cause.
d. | npeach an officer.

A unani nous vote of the nenbers present is required to:

a. Accept a new nenber ship.

A secret ballot vote will be taken when:

a. El ecting officers.
b. Adm tting new nenbers. (Unani nous)
C. Rei nstating former nmenbers. (2/3 majority)

d. Bestowing lifetinme menbership. (2/3 majority)
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e. | npeaching officers. (2/3 majority)
f. Term nation of nenbership for cause. (2/3 mgjority)
g. When requested by any nenber.

Proxy voting is permtted on specific itens when either:

a. Witten notification 1is presented authorizing an
i ndi vidual to cast such a vote or

b. Tel ephone notification, authorizing a proxy vote, has
been made to the President or Secretary prior to the vote
bei ng cast.

ARTI CLE X - | MPEACHMENT OF COFFI CERS

Any nmenber may nake a notion to inpeach any officer

A witten notice nust be provided to all club nmenbers prior to
a vote of inpeachnent.

A 2/3 majority of the nenbers present, in secret ballot
voting, is required to inpeach an officer.

ARTICLE XI - TERM NATI ON FOR CAUSE

Any nmenber nmay nake a notion to termnate a club nmenbership
for cause.

A witten notice nust be provided to all club nmenbers prior to
vote to term nate for cause

A 2/3 majority of the nenbers present, in secret ballot
voting, is required to term nate a nenbership for cause.

A nmenber is automatically subject to termnation for cause
for:

a. M sappropriation of club funds.

b. Wl Ilful or chronic violations of fish and gane | aws.

C. In any way capitalizing on the club nane w thout club
approval .

d. Violation of the club constitution or By-I|aws.

e. Wl ful cheating or unsportsmanlike conduct during any

conpetition.
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f. Gross violation of accepted safety practi ces.

ARTICLE XI'l1 - CLUB PROPERTY

Property purchased by the club shall be owned outright, in the club
nane, with each nenber owni ng an equal share.

ARTICLE XI'II - AMENDI NG THE CONSTI TUTI ON

A witten notice nust be provided to all club nmenbers prior to
a vote to anmend this constitution

A 2/3 majority vote, of nenbers present at a regular club
meeting, is required to anend this constitution.

ARTICLE XIV - BY-LAWS

The <constitution of the Fathomers shall be wused in
conjunction with, and supplenented by, a set of by-laws. The
by-l aws shall govern the adm nistration of club business not
specifically covered by the constitution.

A 2/3 Majority vote, of the nenbers present at a regular club
nmeeting, is required to pass or anend the by-I|aws.

ARTI CLE XV - MEETINGS AND Dl VES

Cl ub Meeti ngs:

a. Regul ar neetings shall be held once a nonth on, or at, a
date, tinme, and place to facilitate the needs of the
club. This need will nost generally be determ ned or

ratified by a two-thirds majority vote when possi bl e.

b. An annual awards banquet shall be held on the Saturday
precedi ng the February club neeting. The banquet nmay be
held in lieu of the February club neeting by a vote of
t he nmenbers.

C. Speci al neetings may be called by the President or by a
vote of the nmenbers present at a regular club neeting.

d. The parlianmentary procedure of the neetings of the club
shall be guided by ROBERTS RULES COF ORDER REVI SED.

Club Dives:
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Club dive locations and dates will be determ ned by vote
and Board Leadership in a tinmely manner allow ng for
proper planning by conpetition. There will be 12 club
di ves per year. Any diver may conpete in any or all of
the 12 dives and is encouraged to do so. Only 10 of the
12 dives will count towards any diver’s annual points. If
a diver is disqualified fromtwo club dives the dives
remaining will make up his annual total. Due to this “Ten
Dive Rule” there will be no “make up” dives unless
rescheduled by a mpjority vote of the mnenbership.
(Rev. 1/ 21/ 07)

Cl ub dives shall be scheduled on a Sunday if possible.

The fish limt for club dives shall alternate each nonth
between 3 fish limt and 10 fish linmt* This my be
tenporarily altered by a vote of the nenbers at the tine
t he dive is planned.

Prior to the start of each club dive, a staging area w |
be determ ned by consensus of the nmenbers present. At the
termnation of the neet all divers nust be present at the
staging area and have their fish avail able for weighing.
No person wll Jleave fish wth another person for
of ficial weigh in.

The duration of club neets are approximtely 5 hours. The
neet starts at 8:00AM and all conpetitors nmust be at the
staging area with their fish available for weighing at
1: 30PM (Note) The Charlie Sturgill Met wll end at
2: 00PM and the Scranble Meet will end at 3: 00PM unl ess
ot herwi se directed by the neet director. Al conpetitors
MUST BE at the staging area at the indicated tinmes or
face disqualification

The boundaries for club dives are limted only by a
menber's ability to reach an area by foot or human
powered watercraft.

One half an hour after the scheduled start of a club
di ve, that dive nay be canceled or noved to a different
| ocation by a vote of the mpjority menbers present.
(Revi sed 01-12-06)

Special dives or meke-up dives nmay be called by the
president or by a vote of the nenbers present at a
regul ar club nmeeting. (Revised 01-12-06)

In NO CASE shall the catch of an outside club nenber or
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tentati ve nenber be counted “forward” of a full tinme
menber when tallying the scores for the nonthly neet.

The Cub Recorder is in charge of the neets. His
decision will be final as to tardiness or inproper
catch. If he/she is conpeting and there is an obvious
conflict he should confer with anot her Board Menber for
final decision. (Note: this witing supports and firns
the section dealing with the Recorders duties in Article
11-Section 4, Subsection “c”)

The Club President or Vice President in the Presidents
absence has the right to cancel or change the date of a
club dive on an energency basis. The President and staff
shall nake every effort to notify conpetitors of the
change in a tinely manner. The President should confer
with the conpetitors to set another date and | ocati on.
If a change is not possible the “Ten Dive Rule” falls
into place. (Revised 01-12-06)

"LARRY STAAT" Menorial Pole Spear Meet:

a.

A neet, limted to pole spear fishing, shall be held each
year in menory of Fathomer Larry Staat who lost his life
whi | e pol e spear fishing.

The Larry Staat neet shall be a handi capped event. Prior
to the neet, the recorder shall handicap each diver based
on his/her average point score for the club dives he/she
had attended. (rev.1/21/07)

The neet shall be held in the Fall no earlier than
Septenber. This wll allow for enough club dives to
permt each diver to receive a handicap.

The neet shall start at 8:00amand all divers nust be in
the weigh in area by 1:30pm These tinmes may be nodified
by a mpjority vote of the divers at the dive sight if
conditions dictate a change of |location for safety
concerns, etc. The winner will be determned by the club
poi nt systemand shall receive the "Larry Staat" Menori al
Trophy. To be eligible for the trophy, a diver nust spear
at least 1 fish and be a nenber in good standing by the
year end. (rev.1/21/07)

Scoring; each diver’'s “Average Score” is determ ned by
dividing his total points by the nunber of dives he
participated in BEFORE TH'S DI VE. This “Average Score”
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will then be subtracted fromthe diver wth the highest
Average Score to yield each diver’s *“Handicap Points”.
These “Handicap Points” will then be added to each divers
percentage score from this neet to yield his “Total
Handi capped Score” to determ ne the wi nner of this neet.
Only the diver's actual percentage score, wthout
Handi cap Points, wll be added to his total points for
t he year. (rev.1/21/07)

Exanpl e: Erik’s Average Score is 25.20, he subtracts
that fromthe H ghest Average Score of 74.65 to yield
hi s Handi cap Points of 49.45. Erik scored 47.82

percent at this neet plus his Handicap Points gives him
a Total Handi capped Score of 97.27 for this neet. Only
the 47.82 percent score will be counted in his total
points for the year of dive conpetition.

For a diver to qualify to receive “Handi cap Points”, he
nmust have speared at least 1 fish per nmeet in a mninmum
of two previous club dive neets to determne his “Average
Score”. If the diver does not qualify, he will receive
zero “Handicap Points” and will only be allowed to use
his percentage score for this neet. (rev.1/21/07)

" SCRAMBLE" MEET:

a.

A cl ub sponsored "Scranbl e" neet shall be held in August
of each year

A maxi mum of $15.00 dollars for each active nenber in the
club will be taken fromclub funds to pay for the event.

The entrance fee is waived for active and lifetine
menbers of the L. A Fathom ers.

The "Scranbl e" neet shall be open to all conpetitors and
shall have a 3 fish limt with only One Sheephead over 18
inches allowed per diver. (If in Season)

There shall be no dive boundaries for this neet, however
all divers must check in and return to the designated
staging area within the tinme [imts of the neet.

The winner will be determned by the club point system
and shall have their nanme placed on the perpetual
"Scranbl e" neet trophy.

The hi ghest pl aci ng Fathom er conpeting in a GL.A C D
neet, P.C.C. neet, National neet or Blue Water neet
shall have their entry fee reinbursed out of club funds.
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This incentive is provided to encourage and support
those nenbers representing the Fathomers in these
events.

5. “THE CHARLI E STURG LL MEET”

a. A cl ub sponsored Charlie Sturgill Pol espear neet shall be
held in late fall with enphasis on the nonth of October.

b. The neet is open to all conpetitors and shall have a
twenty fish limt with no nore than three fish per
specie. There is a 12 inch size limt for all fish except
Sand Bass and Calico Bass, which will be 14 inches when
in season. There is a limt of One Sheepshead per diver
and nmust a mninumsize of 18 inches. Halibut have to be
22 inches, Wiite Sea Bass 28 inches when in season; al
fish nmust be taken in conpliance with California Fish and
Ganme regul ations. Sharks, rays, eels, and nola nolas are
not permtted.

C. Scoring will be one point per fish and one point per
pound.

d. The neet is of course for Pol espears only.

e. Awards will be given for First through Fifth Place in
addition to the largest fish Award. The first place
wi nner will also have his nane permanently inscribed in

the Charlie Sturgill Menorial Perpetual Plaque.

f. Di vers may use boats, paddl eboards, kayaks, body boards
or beach dive.

g. The neet starts at dawn with no check in and there are
no boundaries. However, divers MJST be at the weigh in
site at 2: 00 PM SHARP or be disqualified. The weigh

insite wll be set by the nmeet director each year
nost often in a cooperative effort with the Sturgil
famly.

h. This nmeet is a celebration in the honor of the ‘Late
Great Charlie Sturgill’. Divers who gather here will be

doing so out of respect for Charlie and his famly. A pot
luck BBQ festival will follow the weigh in process. Each
participant is expected to bring an itemor itens to nake
this event a successful one. Those that can not bring
food are expected to make a donation of Ten dollars to
defray costs. That Donation should be submitted to the
ranki ng Fat hom er Board Menber present.
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ARTI CLE XVI - PO NT SYSTEM

Active club nmenbers and probationary nenbers nay accumul ate
points by participating in club dives.

Points shall be scored on a 1 point per fish plus 1 point per
pound. (rev.1/21/07)

Only 1 fish per species shall be counted for points during 3
fish neets and 3 fish per species for 10 fish neets. Only one
sheephead over 18 inches all owed per diver per neet.

Fi sh counted during club dives nust be:

a. An edi bl e species of fin fish. Sharks, Rays, Skates, and
Mol a nola are ineligible.

b. A mnimm of 12 inches in |ength. Sheephead nust be 18
inches and only one all owed per diver per neet. Kelp bass
and Sand bass nmust be 14 inches in | ength.

C. In season and of |egal size according to Fish and Gane
| aws.

Before the next regular neeting, the recorder shall convert
each diver's point total to a percentage score with the diver
havi ng t he hi ghest point total receiving 100%

At every club dive, the diver who takes the |argest fish shal
receive 1 point toward the "Al Schuck" nenorial trophy.

ARTI CLE XVII - ANNUAL AWARDS

Awards recognizing the outstanding achievements of club
menbers shall be presented, by the outgoing President, at the
annual cl ub banquet.

Al'l trophies and nedallions shall be purchased out of club
f unds.

Awar ds shall be given only for gane taken while free diving.
a. Al fish and | obster submtted for record consideration
shall be submtted on a club application and nust include
a certified weight. This application nmust be submtted
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within 30 days of when the fish or |obster was taken.
(Revi sed 01-12-06)

b. If no certified scale is available the menber may wei gh
the gane on his personal scale. That scale will them be
taken to the club recorders | ocation where the recorder
will determne the scales accuracy. This nust be done
within the 30 day filing period. (Revised 01-12-06)

C. In the case of applications for the clubs three major
awards, the Largest in California fish, the Largest Qut
of Country Reef and Open Water fish, the fish will be
weighed in the manner as described above, AND a
phot ograph of the fish will be taken of a quality that a
expert can ID the species, AND neasurenents wll be taken
indicating the girth and length of the fish. (Revised 01-
12- 06)

The foll owi ng awards shall be presented for club conpetitions:

a. Trophi es shall be given to the top 5 finishers based on
total percentage score.

b. A Trophy shall be given to the top conpetitor for the
year who has two years of nenbership or less with the
club. In no case shall the nenber be eligible for the
award tw ce. (added May 11, 2008)

C. The Al Schuck Menorial Trophy will be awarded to the
di ver who earns 4 “Al Schuck Points”. Once the award is
achi eved, everyone's “Al Schuck Points” wll be reset
to zero. If the award is not earned during a cal endar
year, all Al Schuck points earned will not expire and
will carry forward into the new year until a diver
earns 4 “Al Schuck Points”. It is possible to award
nmore then 1 Al Schuck Menorial Trophy in one cal endar
year .

The diver to weigh in the heaviest fish at the dive
meet will earn one “Al Schuck Point” toward the Al
Schuck Menorial Trophy. (rev.1/21/07)

d. The first place finisher based on total percentage score
of the annual Fathomer’s conpetitions will have his nane
permanently inscribed on the *“Ed @illey Top Annual
Conpetitor Trophy”.

The follow ng awards shall be presented for fish taken from
California waters, based on fish records submtted by club
menbers.

a. A nedal lion shall be given, for each species of fish, to
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t he nenber taking the largest fish. (Note: The exception
to this rule is tuna. The nenber with the |argest tuna
will receive a plaque.

b. A trophy shall be given to the nenber taking the |argest
fish of the year in California regardl ess of species.

C. A Pl ague shall be given to the nenber taking the |argest
| obster. (Revised 3/10/03)

d. A Pl ague shall be given to the nenber taking the |argest
abal one. (Revised 3/10/03)

6. The foll ow ng awards shall be presented for fish taken OUTSI DE
of California, based on fish records submtted by club
menbers:

a. A trophy shall be given to the nenber taking the |argest
Ganme Fish outside of California.

b. A trophy shall be given to the nmenber taking the |argest
Reef Fish for the year.

c. A Plaque shall be given to the nenber who gets an “All Time
Qut O Country” record PROVIDING that fish is larger than
the current “In Country” record for the same fish and is a
m ni mum of ten pounds. (Revised 01-12-06)

d. In the case of a nenber residing in another State, who
captures a fish in that state, that fish will not qualify
as an “Qut of Country” record. Qut of Country fish nust be
taken in a State or Country where the nenber does not
resi de.

e. In the case where two nenbers capture the sane species with
the same weight (or neasurenents in the case of the
Lobster or abal one) the nenber conpleting and submtting
his application first will receive the award. No duplicate
awards will be given. (Revised 01-12-06)

7. STEVE REDDI NG MEMORI AL AWARD

The Steve Redding Award is a Menorial Award which cane into
effect in February of 1999. The award is presented to the
Fat hom er that captures in California Waters, a Wite Sea Bass
of at least 50 pounds, a Yellowail of at |east 35 pounds, and
either a Halibut of 25 pounds or nore or a Calico of 10 pounds
or nore during the divers nenbership. The diver who
acconplishes that feat will be give a replica of the origina
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Steve Reddi ng Menorial Trophy and have his nane affixed to the
original Perpetual award. (Revised 01-12-06)

8. ED GULLEY MEMORI AL AWARD

The Ed Gulley Award was created in 2006 in comenoration of
the club patriarch who passed away in 2004. Annually, the top
conpetitor in the intra-club conpetition neets wll have
hi s/ her name inscribed on this prestigious perpetual trophy.

ARTICLE XVII1 — FATHOM ER CATCH RULES

(Revi sed 11-12-2005)

The follow ng catch rules are based on the phil osophy of
sportsmanshi p and the excel |l ence of Spearfishing. The spearing
of a fish, whether record size or not, requires extensive
knowl edge of fish behavior to conplete a successful stalk.
Know edge of spearfishing equipnent, possible hazards, and
skill in the water are anong inportant factors in
spearfishing. In cases where the divers life cones into
j eopardy the organi zati on encourages the nenber to abort any
further efforts in landing his quarry. Divers are rem nded and
cautioned that Spearfishing is a recreational sport and no
risk to human life is worth any record or any fish.

The Fathom ers Board of Directors encourages all nenbers to
keep thenselves physically fit and seek every neans of
education as to how to successfully enjoy the sport of
spearfishing while remaining safe.

For the purpose of a Fathomers O ub Record the definition of
“Spearfishing” is defined as; the capturing of a open water
fish through the use of a nuscle powered spear gun while
freedi vi ng.

Only fish captured within the club rules will be considered
for record. In keeping with the philosophy of ethical and
sporting spearfishing practices, freedivers nust subdue their
cat ch unassi st ed.

2. GENERAL CATCH RULES

a.

Divers nmust be freediving when they spear and land their
catch. The use of artificial breathing devises is not allowed
at any time including during the retrieval of the fish.

D ver may | eave the water to obtain additional equipnent but
nmust reenter the water where exited (allowing for the free
novenent (drift) of the boat) and continue the pursuit of the
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fish free swimm ng. The diver MAY NOT pursue the fish by way
of boat.

If a diver |ooses contact with his floats and can no | onger
see them he may enter the boat and “spot” his floats. He
then nmust reenter the water where exited (allow ng for boat
drift) and free swm in the direction of his floats and
regain contact. Under no circunstances nmay the diver utilize
the boat to recontact his floats.

Due to the potentially dangerous aspect of using bait, |ures,
or other teasing and attraction devises, the Fathom ers do
not encourage the practice. However it is allowed in al
fornms. There is no need to nention or declare the act on the
application form

Fish nust be free swinmng, unrestricted by nets, traps,
fishing lines, or other devises.

The catch nust follow all [aws and regul ati ons governing the
species or waters in which the fish was caught (restricted
zones)

Anot her diver may provide a second or additional unloaded
gun/s to the “active” diver

Fish that have been injured or nutilated prior to being
speared are not all owed.

The use of artificial light at night to spearfish is not
al | owed.

3. DEFI NI TI ONS

a. FREEDIVING 1|s defined as the sport of skin diving by which

C.

the individual swinse on the surface or dives below the
surface unencunbered and unaided by artificial breathing
devi ses.

UNASSI STED;, |s defined as subduing the catch w thout the use
of a artificial breathing devise, wthout the benefit of
exiting the water to pull a fish not subdued fromthe shore
or water craft. The diver nust conplete the task wthout
assi stance of another individual in subduing, capturing, or
securing the fish (such as pulling on the line or *“second
shooting” the fish). This DOES NOT preclude a second diver
from supplying a unloaded gun or guns, additional float
l'ines, (providing the main diver connects the floats hinself)
or offering food and drink, advise, directions, etc., during
a prolonged battle.

MUSCLE POWERED SPEARGUN; Is any speargun that stores
potential energy that was provided fromthe divers nuscles

-22.



only.

ARTI FCl AL BREATHI NG DEVI SE; Is any devise that delivers air
to the diver for breathing while under water. This includes
but it not limted to SCUBA, Hooka, “Bailout” bottles or
rebr eat hers.

PHOTOGRAPHI NG  AND  VEI GHI NG, Phot ograph and Wi ghi ng

requirenents for club records are specified in Article XV11-
Annual Awar ds.
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