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Club Meeting-May 10

The May Fathomiers Club meeting will be at the Round Table
Pizza on the South-east cormner of Hawthorne Blvd. and
Redondo Beach Blvd.

MAJOR 1999
EVENTS

| JUNE 5 BLUE WATER MEET

| JUN 24-30 LA PAZ BLUE WATER
| MEET

Club Dive-May 16 JULY 10 OMAR NEILSON MEET

The May club dive will be held Sunday May 16 at Reef Point in
North Laguna Beach. The dive will be a 3 fish meet.

{ JULY 30 U.S. NATIONALS
AUG 7 SCRAMBLE MEET
| AUG 28 SAN DIEGO FREEDIVERS

' STH ANNUAL BLUE WATER MEET
DEDICATED TO TOMMY McCAIN

Fathomiers Club Meeting/Auction
Monday June 14

The June Meeting is the annual auction. Bring any old (or new)
dive gear to the meeting. This is a major fund raiser for the
club and an excellent opportunity to pick up some gear which

van nesd and malac vanr wifa rrinna

| OCT 2 CHARLIE STURGILL MEET

{NOV 14 LARRY STAAT MEET
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THE FATHOMIERS NEWSLETTER IS THE
OFFICIAL. MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE
LLOS ANGELES FATHOMIERS

The Fathomiers is a Southern California club dedicated to
Freediving and Competitive Spearfishing.

Membership is open to the public. To become an Active member, you
must fulfill obligations and conditions. You can also become an Assoct-
ate Member for $20. Contact the Fathomiers for further information.

— CONTACT NUMBERS ——
PRESIDENT PAUL ROMANOWSK! 714.847.1938
VICE PRESIDENT JOSE SHAUR 310.798.2097
SECRETARY MITCH WALKER 999.365.6020
TREASURER Bob Sellers 310.320.7153
RECORDER RICHARD BALTA 562.402.4461
CONSERVATION Gary Thompson 310.670.1571
FISH REPORTS Mike McDermott 714.525.7389
NEWSLETTER  SCOTT DE FIRMIAN 310.328.0132

e-mail spearolfa@ccl.com
JIM LOSEY 319.375.0193
LOUIS ROSALES 310.644.5624

e-mail Irosales@mediaone.net

Editor’s address: Scott de Firmian
2014 Gramercy Av.
Torrance, Ca. 90501

The oditor reserves the right to make spefling and grammatical corrections to submis-
sions, and may rewrite sections for purposes of clarity and'vr space considerations.
ﬂlemzmlandmnmgofmbmmmshaﬂbemnmncdaschel) aspasihle
An)unc who has submitted an article may request o presiew of their article as it will
appear in the publication. At that time the submitter may request changes or with-
drawal of the article. The cditor and the club officers will determine which submis-
sions to include and which to exclude. Whilc reasonable cffort is cxpended to ensurc
accuracy of the information in this aewsletter, we do rot guarantec it. The editor, and
the Fathontiers and it's officers, shall not be held liable for errors in this newsletter.
The Fathomiers do not accept paid advertisements.

Submissions are needed. Articles or information may be mailed, cmailed, or commu-
nicated over the phone. Asticles and photos may be dropped off at Team Sports for
the newsletier. Photographs submitted will be returned (o the owner afier publicaticn.
Please take the initiative to contzct me or to send me materials. If you have informa-
tion for the newsletter. do not depend on “word of mouth” 1o get it to me.

Thankyou

The editors would like to thank those of you that have contributed
thus far and to remind you that we are still in great need of diving
stories tips etc. so we can make your newsletter as good as is
possible. Contributions are easiest to use if they are in computer
form (e-mail, word processer etc.) but any contribution is more
than welcome.

Gear Tips:
A Little Self Help

By Ray Klefstad
Here is how Steve Alexander taught me to precision-straighten
shafts and it is probably the least expensive way to do it.
Preparation:

Buy a six-foot straight edge. I use a bar of cold rolled steel
that I hand-selected as straight. 1 inch by 5/8" works well. Get a
heavy peen hammer and two steel blocks.

Drill a hole on one end of bar to allow hanging. Weld steel pins
on each side near one end to form a fork extending out from one
side. These will help you keep the shaft aligned with the bar.
Hang the straight edge from your roof eave or from a tree
branch. It should be out doors where you have direct view of
sunlight.

Identifying the next bend:

Take the shaft and place it against the bar between the align-
ment pins. Press it against the bar from the top and rotate it as
you view down the shaft for the first gap you see from the top.
Tum the shaft so the high spot is outward from the bar then mark
it by scratching the shaft.

Straightening the bend:

Place the bend between the two blocks with the high spot up-
ward. With one firm blow, hit right on the high spot. This is the
tricky part that takes lots of experience to perfect. You must
know how hard to hit the bend. Go back to the bar and check
your modification. If it needs more, hit it again. Otherwise, go
on to the next bend down the shaft. When you get about half
way down the shaft, rotate ends and come back towards the mid-
dle.

When you get good at it, you can straighten a shaft perfectly
in less than an hour (maybe even a half-hour if it isn't too bad).
But while learning how to do it, you can spend two to four hours
per shaft and they still won't be perfect.

METEOROLOGICA
Weather -

Los Angeles (213) 544-1212, Santa Barbara (805) 897-1942
Surf Reports -

Ventura (805) 644-8338 and (805) 962-7873, , Zuma (310) 457-
9701, Malibu (310) 457-9701, Hermosa (310) 379-8471, Cabrillo
Beach (310) 832-1130, Orange County (714) 650-5783.

Online NOAA Redondo Beach Bouy -
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.phtmi?$station=46045
Online Surf Cams -

http://www.hbonline.com/bchcams.htm

Online Surf Forecast -
http://www.ocregister.com/ads/ocean/surf htmi

Online Tide Tables -

http://facs.scripps.edu/cgi-bin/tidegen. pl

Online Southern California Swell Model
http://cdip.ucsd.eduw/models/wave.model. html

Online Global Wam Forcast (Unclassified)
http://152.80.56.202/wam.htm}
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The Famous Addict Gun

This is part of an article about the Addict gun which appeared
in Skin and Scuba Diver during the mid 50’s. The illustration was
done by Sam Ichikawa of the Nisei Kelp Anglers. The article was

submitted by Joe Kalohi.

One of the most remarkable weapons in the underwater world is
the formidable, fish-killer known as the Addict Speargun. It’s the
thriftiest high-performance gun available (about $15-$20 when they
were first made) but, as with a fine-honed homemade hot rod, the
fact that it costs less than a tailor-made job is secondary. Its chief
virtue is that it’s one of the best underwater weapons you can own.

The Addict gun was developed by the San Diego Addicts, a
diving club dedicated to the proposition that speargunning should
be sport rather than slaughter, and therefore that the only game
worth tagging is big, fast, or both. The original gun was designed
by pioneer Addicts Al Larson and Frank Leinhaupel. Succeeding
Addict generations have modified it, improved it and adapted it to
various uses, but always, for kicks, for quality (and for thrift) the

Addict gun is handmade.

The mark of the Addict is the location of the handle and trigger
in relation to the sear box. A special linkage between the sear
mechanism and trigger makes it possible to place the handle at an
optimal point nearer the center of the gun without losing power
and at the same time gaining balance and, therefore, accuracy.
This unique arrangement gives the Addict the maneuverability of a2
3 %-foot gun and the muzzle velocity of a 5-footer. In action, it’s
powerful enough to kill a 400-pound fish and yet has the accuracy
and range to skewer a racing bluefin at 20 feet.

1999 Fathomiers Schedule

All Meetings begin at 7:30 and are held at Roundtable Pizza on the
south-east corner of Hawthome Bivd. and Redondo Beach Bivd.

Mon. May 10
Sunday May 16
Saturday June 5
Sunday June 13
Monday June 14
Saturday July 10
Sunday July 11
Monday July 12
Friday July 30
Saturday August 7
Monday August 9
Saturday August 14
Saturday-Sunday 21-22
Saturday September 11
Sunday September 12
Monday September 13
Saturday October 2
Saturday October 9
Sunday October 10
Monday October 11
Sunday November 7
Monday November 8
Sunday November 14

Meeting

Club Dive

Blue Water Meet

Club Dive

Meeting (Annual Auction)
Omer Neilson Meet

Club Dive

Meeting

US Nationals Spearfishing
Scramble Meet

Meeting

GLACD Elim #)

Bill Kroll Meet

GLACD Elim. #2

Club Dive

Meeting (Vote on New Members)
Charlie Sturgill Polespear Meet
PCC’s (Tenative)

Club Dive (Possibly reschedule)
Meeting (Nominate Life Member)
Club Dive

Meeting (Nominate Officers)
Larry Staat Polespear Meet

Because few Addict users share exactly the same kick, there
are scarcely two Addict guns that are exactly alike. The widest
range of options are in the stock, which varies in all directions.
The average length is 5 feet (for a 4 12’ x 3/8"” shaft) and the mate-
rial can be anything from a plain wooden pole to a carefully se-
lected mahogany-maple-ash creation, laminated for strength and
meticulously matched and contrasted for appearance.

The mark of the Addict is the location of the handle and trigger

in relation to the sear box. A special linkage between the sear
mechanism and trigger makes it possible to place the handle at an
optimal point nearer the center of the gun without losing power
and at the same time gaining balance and, therefore, accuracy.
This unique airangement gives the Addict the maneuverability of a
3 Y-foot gun and the muzzle velocity of a S5-footer. In action, it’s
powerful enough to kill a 400-pound fish and yet has the accuracy
and range to skewer a racing bluefin at 20 feet.

Because few Addict users share exactly the same kick, there are
scarcely two Addict guns that are exactly alike. The widest range
of options are in the stock, which varies in all directions. The aver-
age length is 5 feet (for a 4 2’ x 3/8” shaft) and the material can be
anything from a plain wooden pole to a carefully selected mahog-
any-maple-ash creation, laminated for strength and meticulously
matched and contrasted for appearance.

SECRETARY’S REPORT:

By Mitch Walker

Minutes 4/99
Meeting called to order 7:32

Old business:

1. The scale is now at All Sports. If Rich is not available, Nelson
has access to the scale.

2. Gerald Lim still needs his certificate for his White fish.

New business:

1. Input is desperately needed on the Scramble Meet T-shirts.
(Designs etc.) Call Paul ASAP or bring to the next meeting.

2. May dive will be held at Reef Point May 16.

June dive will be held at County Line June 13.

July dive will be held at White’s Point July 11.

New patches are available.

The auction is coming up. Bring your old dive gear and other
goodies.

Boat trip will be moved from June. Two tenative dates are Friday
July 9 and Friday July 16. Paul is currentlly meeting with the
owner of the Great Escape and more details will follow at the May
Meeting.

New members: Elaine Velasco and Louis Rosales

Shootout at Robin Carden’s Mansion May 22.

Decided on the final weight for Steve Reddings memorial trophy.
Yellow tail 35 pounds (mandatory)

White Seabass 50 pounds (mandatory)

And a 10 pound Calico or a 25 pound Halibut
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THE CHURCH

By Larry Carter
AS YOU CAN SEE OUR NEWSLETTER IS BECOMING

SOMEWHAT DISMAL, LACKING THE NECESSARY IN-
PUT FROM EACH OF US TO MAKE IT A SUCCESS. I RE-
CENTLY OBTAINED A COPY OF A NEWSLETTER FROM
ONE OF THE OTHER "BIG THREE" CLUBS, THINKING |
MIGHT SUBSCRIBE AND FOUND IT TO BE HALF OF
WHAT OURS IS. IN FACT THE ONLY THING WORTH
READING WAS AN ARTICLE BORROWED FROM ONE OF
OUR PUBLICATIONS.  HOPE OUR ISSUE DOESN'T BE-
COME THE TWO PAGE BUSINESS REPORTS THAT THIS
LETTER WAS.

HAVING GIVEN THIS SOME THOUGHT, IT OC-
CURRED TO ME THAT DURING THE HUNDREDS OF
HOURS WE HAVE SPENT ON THE WATER WE EACH
HAVE BEEN BLESSED WITH A SPECIAL EXPERIENCE
THAT WILL STAY WITH US THE REST OF OUR LIVES.
SOME OF THESE THINGS MIGHT BE SO SPECIAL TO US,
SUCH A GIFT, THAT WE MIGHT NOT HAVE TOLD ANY-
ONE ABOUT THEM. ON THE OTHER HAND WE MIGHT
HAVE DONE SOMETHING SO STUPID WE KEPT IT A SE-
CRET; LIKE THE TIME [ WAS IN COZUMEL ON A PHOTO
DIVE. | WAS DECOMPRESSING ON THE ANCHOR
CHAIN WHEN I NOTICED ABOUT A QUARTER OF AN
INCH OF WATER IN MY CAMERA HOUSING. PANICK-
ING I SAID TO MYSELF "OH S___ MY CAMERA IS GO-
ING TO GET WET, I'VE GOT TO GET IT OUT OF THERE".
I PROMPTLY UNDID THE LOOSE WINGBOLT AND
WATCHED THE ENTIRE BOX IMMEDIATELY FLOOD.
SCRATCH ONE EXPENSIVE CAMERA!!!! | HAVE NO
IDEA WHAT 1 WAS THINKING.

THEN THERE WAS THE DOCTOR ON THE SAME
TRIP, (DOCTOR EQUALS NOT STUPID) WHO HOLDING
HIS LARGE CAMERA HOUSING IN FRONT OF HIM,
DOVE HEAD FIRST OFF THE SIDE OF THE BOAT. THE
HOUSING HIT THE WATER AND OF COURSE STOPPED
AS FLOATING OBJECTS DO. THE FOLLOWING DOCTOR
SMASHED HEAD FIRST INTO THE BOX. HIS GIRL-
FRIEND WAS WATCHING AND I DON'T KNOW WHAT
THE DOCTOR CONSIDERED WORSE, THE BROKEN
MASK AND STITCHES OR HER EMBARRASSING
LAUGHTER. FIVE OR SIX DAYS OF EIGHT HOUR DIVES
IN 88 DEGREE WATER DOES FUNNY THINGS TO YOU.
ITS AS IF THE WATER NO LONGER EXISTS AND YOU
SEEM TO BE FLYING AROUND IN AIR OR SOME OTHER
MEDIUM.

ANYWAY, SOME OF YOU READ MY ARTICLE IN THE
MAY 1998 ISSUE CONCERNING THE CALICO BASS
"TOGETHER FOREVER" WHICH IS ONE OF MY UNFOR-
GETTABLE EXPERIENCES. I'VE HAD THREE SUCH EX-
PERIENCES IN MY YEARS OF DIVING AND HERE IS MY
ATTEMPT AT TELLING YOU ABOUT THE SECOND. YOU
PROBABLY HAD TO BE THERE TO GET THE FULL IM-
PACT BUT I'LL TRY ANYWAY. I'LL CALL IT "THE
CHURCH."

THOSE OF YOU WHO KNOW ME KNOW [ SPENT MY
FORMATIVE YEARS OF REAL DIVING UNDER THE TU-
TELAGE OF BIG AL SCHNEPPERSHOFF. AL HAD A WAY

MAY 1989

OF BRINGING OUT THE BEST IN HIS STUDENTS, READ-
ING THE PERSONALITIES OF EACH AND PUSHING THE
RIGHT BUTTONS TO MOTIVATE THEM. WITH ME IT WAS
CHALLENGE AND IRRITATION. I'D COME BACK TO THE
BOAT AND HE WOULD ALREADY BE THERE WITH A
TROPHY FISH OR TWO. I OF COURSE WOULD HAVE
NOTHING. AL WOULD SHAKE HIS HEAD AND ASK,
"WHAT HAPPENED." I'D TELL HIM I HADN'T EVEN SEEN
A FISH AND HE'D GO INTO HIS ANIMATED ACT OF HOP-
PING AROUND THE BOAT, WAVING HIS ARMS EXCLAIM-
ING "THERE WERE HUNDREDTS (HUNDREDS) I MEAN
HUNDRETS." THEY WERE SLIMING (SLIME) AROUND
EVERYWHERE." *TELL ME THE TRUTH, YOU MISSED
YOUR SHOT DIDN'T YOU, HOW MANY SHOTS DID YOU
GET?"

I'D REPEAT I HADN'T SEEN A FISH AND HE'D SHAKE
HIS HEAD AND DESCRIBE THE FACT THAT HE HAD TO
DODGE AND DUCK THE PASSING SCHOOLS OF WHITES
OR YELLOWS SO HE WOULDNT BE RUN DOWN. IN FACT
THE FISH HE SHOT, HE SHOT IN SELF DEFENSE SO HE
WOULDN'T BE HIT. WE WOULD THEN EAT LUNCH AND
SHARE THE PEACEFUL SILENCE THAT MEN SHARE.
GETTING READY FOR THE NEXT JUMP THE SILENCE
WOULD BE BROKEN BY AL WHO WOULD ASK GENTLY
*TELL ME THE TRUTH, DID YOU TAKE YOUR GUN WITH
YOU OR WERE YOU JUST SIGHT SEEING."

ON THE DAY IN QUESTION AL AND I WERE NEAR
COUNTY LINE, COMMERCIAL AB DIVING. WE WERE
WORKING ON HOOKA AND AL WOULD JUMP OFF ONE
SIDE OF THE BOAT AND I'D JUMP OFF THE OTHER. WE
EACH HAD AROUND 300FT OF AIR HOSE AND WE'D
WORK THE RADIUS ALLOWED BY THE ANCHORED
BOAT.

THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE DOVE THESE WATERS
KNOW THE BOTTOM IS PREDOMINATELY SAND WITH
SCATTERED ISLANDS OF ROCKS FROM WHICH THE
KELP GROWS. THE KELP FOLLOWS THE SUN TO THE
SURFACE AND FANS OUT FORMING A DENSE CANOPY
OVERHEAD. FROM THE SURFACE THE CANOPY AP-
PEARS TO BE ONE HUGE KELP FOREST BUT ITS NOT.
THINK OF SEVERAL FOOTBALL FIELDS OF SAND WITH
SCATTERED ISLANDS OF ROCKS THE SIZE OF RESIDEN-
TIAL LOTS OR SMALLER WITH KELP GROWING FROM
THEM.

I'D SWIM TO THE BOTTOM DRAGGING MY HOSE
WITH ME, HITTING THE SAND. THE WATER IS NOR-
MALLY DIRTY DUE TO THE SAND SO YOU JUST TRUDGE
ACROSS THE SAND UNTIL YOU HIT AN "ISLAND." ONCE
THERE I WOULD GO OVER THE ROCKS COLLECTING
ABS AND MOVE ON TO THE NEXT ISLAND. WHEN 1 WAS
COLD OR HUNGRY I'D HEAD BACK TO THE BOAT. THIS
1S NOT BRAINSURGERY.,

I'D CRAWL INTO THE BOAT WITH A DOZEN OR TWO
AND AL WOULD BE SITTING THERE WITH SIX DOZEN.
I'D GO CRAZY AND HE'D JUST SHAKE HIS HEAD AND
START IN WITH HIS "HUNDRETS" STORY. I WOULD
THEN UNDERGO A BARRAGE OF QUESTIONS "DID YOU
TAKE YOUR BAG WITH YOU, YOU KNOW YOU CANT
HOLD THEM IN YOUR ARMS YOU HAVE TO HAVE A
BAG, THEIR SLIMING AROUND EVERYWHERE, SOME-
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WILL CRAWL INTO MY BAG. WHAT ARE YOU DOING?,
DO YOU USE AN AB IRON OR DO YOU TRY TO GET
THEM WITH YOUR FINGERS, YOU KNOW YOU NEED AN
AB IRON LARRY. DON'T WORRY, ] WONT TELL ANYONE
BUT YOU REALLY NEED TO TRY HARDER----SILENCE----
-YOUR NOT SICK ARE YOU, ARE YOU COLD, 1 CAN LONE
YOU MY VEST ETC."

OF MY DIVING WITH BIG AL, AB DIVING WAS THE
MOST FRUSTRATING DRIVING ME TOTALLY INSANE. IT
MADE ABSOLUTLEY NO SENSE TO ME. WE HAD THE
SAME EQUIPMENT, THE SAME HUNTING GROUND AND
BELIEVE ME AFTER GETTING MY ASS KICKED I WOULD
PICK UP AND EXAMINE EVERY ROCK I SAW. NOTHING
WOULD ESCAPE ME, | WAS A HUMAN VACUUM
CLEANER. I'D COME BACK TRIUMPHANT WITH THREE
DOZEN AND AL WOULD HAVE SEVEN. SOMETIMES HE
WOULD HAVE A REASONABLE NUMBER IN THE BOAT,
THAT IS TWICE AS MANY AS MINE. WE WOULD SIT
THERE FOR SOMETIME AND HE WOULD TELL ME WHAT
A GOOD JOB I DID. AFTER A WHILE HE WOULD ASK ME
TO GIVE HIM A HAND AND HED PULL UP A BAG HE HAD
TIED TO THE SIDE OF THE BOAT WITH ANOTHER FIVE
DOZEN INIT. 1 WOULD ALMOST HAVE A STROKE.

IT WAS ON A DAY SUCH AS THIS THAT I TRUDGED
ACROSS THE SAND LOOKING FOR A PILE OF ROCKS.
THE WATER WAS QUITE DIRTY AND THE KELP CANOPY
WAS SO THICK IT WAS VERY DARK. I CAME UPON AN
ISLAND THAT APPEARED QUITE SMALL, ABOUT THE
SIZE OF A BEDROOM. FROM THE OUTER EDGE THE 1S-
LAND APPEARED TO BE A SOLID KELP FOREST. THE
SANDY WATER AND THE AMBER GOLD OF THE CANOPY
GAVE EVERYTHING A GOLD COLOR GIVING ME THE
SURREAL FEELING THAT [ WAS ON ANOTHER PLANET.
IF YOU'VE DOVE BENEATH THE RED TIDE INTO THE
CLEAR ZONE YOU KNOW WHAT I'M DESCRIBING.

APPROACHING THE JUMBLE OF ROCKS AND START-
ING TO WORK MYSELF BETWEEN THE STALKS I DIS-
COVERED THE FOREST TO BE MUCH THICKER THAN
NORMAL, ALMOST A SOLID WALL. MOVING FORWARD
SLOWLY, EXAMINING THE ROCKS, I LOOKED AHEAD
AND COULD SEE BRIGHT LIGHT DEEPER INTO THE BED.
INCHING FORWARD BUT NOT QUITE THROUGH THE
WALL I HAD A CLEAR VIEW OF THE INTERIOR "ROOM"
OF THIS BED.

PEERING INTO THE ROOM 1 SAW THAT THE ROCKS
FORMED A PERFECT BOWL LIKE A BIRDS NEST. THE

NEST WAS ABOUT THE SIZE OF A KING SIZE BED. NOT

ONE PIECE OF KELP GREW FROM THE INTERIOR ROCKS
WHICH WERE COVERED WITH A PURPLE FRINGED
GRASS. SURROUNDING THE BED WAS A KELP FOREST
SO THICK IT WAS NEARLY BLACK. INSIDE THE BOWL
THE WATER WAS CLEAR AND BRILLIANTLY LIT BY THE
SUN STREAMING DOWN FROM ABOVE. THE SUN RAYS
STRUCK PARTICLES OF SAND AND KELP DUST CREAT-
ING A RAINBOW OF COLOR, AMBER, BLUE, GREEN, AND
GOLD. THE LIGHT HAD THE COLOR AND INTENSITY
YOU SEE SHINING THROUGH THE STAINED GLASS WIN-
DOWS OF A CHURCH.

LYING PERFECTLY IN THE CENTER OF THE NEST AS
IF PLACED THERE BY LOVING HANDS WAS A BABY
SEAL. 1 HAVE NEVER SEEN A MORE HOLY PICTURE IN
MY LIFE. THE RAINBOW OF COLORS FELL UPON THE
PUP CARESSING AND SURROUNDING IT IN A GLOW
THAT SEEMED TO LIFT IT TO THE HEAVENS. 1 DIDN'T
MOVE FROM MY PLACE OF CONCEALMENT AND I EVEN
TRIED TO MAKE MY BREATHING QUIETER. THE PUP
LAY ON ITS BACK WITH ITS EYES AND MOUTH SHUT AS
IF SLEEPING. THERE WERE NO SIGNS OF OBVIOUS IN-
JURY BUT IT WAS CLEAR THE BABY WAS DEAD. THE
PUP ROCKED GENTLY FROM SIDE TO SIDE WITH THE
MOTION OF THE SURGE AND SEEMED COMPLETLY AND
TOTALLY AT PEACE. THE PUP WAS LESS THEN THREE
FEET AND WEIGHED ABOUT 25IBS.

I LAY THERE FOR SOMETIME FEELING I WAS IN-
TRUDING IN SOMETHING I WAS NOT MEANT TO SEE,
BUT I WAS UNABLE TO LEAVE. STUPIDLY I SUPPOSE, 1
IMAGINED A DISTRAUGHT PARENT PLACING THE PUP
HERE IN THIS SPECIAL PLACE AND OTHER SEALS VISIT-
ING AND CONSOLING EACH OTHER. IT FINALLY OC-
CURED TO ME THAT THE PUP HAD DIED WITHIN THE
LAST COUPLE OF HOURS AND I MIGHT BE INTERFERING
WITH UNKNOWN EVENTS TO FOLLOW. RELUCTANTLY |
BACKED OUT OF THE BED AS QUIETLY AS I COULD AND
LEFT THE AREA.

TO THIS DAY, TWENTY-FIVE YEARS LATER, HAVING
EXPERIENCED MANY VISITS TO CHURCHES, CATHE-
DRALS, AND FUNERALS OF LOVED ONES, I HAVE
FAILED TO WITNESS AN EVENT MORE HOLY, RELIG-
IOUS AND PEACEFUL THAN MY EXPERIENCE IN THE
CHURCH OF THE BABY SEAL. I FEEL VERY FORTUNATE
TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO WITNESS
THIS EVENT AND CONSIDER IT A GREAT LIFETIME GIFT.

FATHOMIERS 1999 "IN CALIFORNIA" RECORDS

SPECTES LS O/

DIVER [OCATION

White Seabass 76| 9.6/Todd Bergenbring Palos Verdes
California Sheephead| 25 2|Richgrd Balta Laguna Beach
Calico Bass 9 3|Stathis Kostopoulos [Laguna Beach

Turn in those record: If you have a record, in California or outside California, notify Richard Balta.
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Current

Rlchard Balta _ - 100.00% 100% 100%
2nd “Paul Romanowskl “ | 44 57% 0 5 1 5% | 60 40% ” l"] O; 12
3rd | Eddie Ota " —_ 100% | — 100.0
4th Cisco Serret 7.74% e 58.82% 66.56
5th Carlos Serret 9.60% 37.84% 0 47.44
6th Tim e e e 30.40% 30.40
7th Mitch Walker 2591% —_ 2591
8th Fil Labastata 9.46% 12.68% —_ 22.14
9th Erez Abayov 18.41% —_— —_— 18.41
10th Thom Fogerty 18.38% e _ —_ 18.38
11th Marcos Pinho 10.15% —_ —_— _— 10.15
12th Dustin Ellis 6.42% —_— —_— 6.42
Diver Fivh {est.) Weight
Ist Richard Balta 6 9.81 100.00%
2nd Paul Romanowski 3 6.9 60.40%
3rd Cisco Serret 3 5.56 58.82%
4th Tim 2 2.38 30.40%
5th Carlos Serret 0 0 0%
Al Schuck
Competitive Results: .
ichard Balta 3
The May meet was held at La Jolla where five divers braved the cold. Richard won the -
meet but Paul Romanowski won the Al Schuck point with a 3 pound Opaleye. [Eddle Ota 2
lPaul Romanowski 1







