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JFathomiers Club Meeting - IMPORTANT 1999
|Monday October 11 - EVENTS

§ The October meeting will be held at the Round Table Pizza on {™®

: the South-east corner of Hawthorne Blvd. And Redondo : OCT 2 CHARLIE STURGILL MEET

Beach Blvd. The meeting will begin at 7:30 and will feature a §™ 1 9 pCC’S TENTATIVE
talk given b}’ a warden from the DFG. In addition, Tim Burke, : OCT 11 MEETING -NOMINATE
Jthe skipper of the Great Escape is tentatively scheduled to dis- jm LIFE MEBER

cuss dates, his boat and details of the club boat dive at Catalina :NOV 7 CLUB DIVE REEF POINT

next summer. = NOV 8 MEETING -NOMINATE OF-

-
- FICERS

:w NOV 14 LARRY STAAT MEET TO
| , . ® BE HELD AT REEF POINT
Charlie Sturgill Polespear Meet % DEC 5 CLUB DIVE
Sat. Oct 2 = DEC 13 MEETING-ELECT OFFI-

7! I‘VIA’A'IA(I‘,‘:.»-AIA‘-A-,‘IAI.II L l. SEER -!

The annual Charlie Sturgill Polespear meet will take place on Saturday, Octo- § m CERS :
[ ber 2. This date is earlier than when it was traditionally held. It is hoped that | b= = = = = s = - - == ",'",‘-F‘"'*'t'—“{f‘
‘§ an earlier date would provide for better conditions for the divers. October 2 :
‘Jis also the date for the lobster opener, which will work out great for divers
.J that will be looking for bugs in addition to polespearing fish. This meet starts

at dawn, and the weighin is at Laura Sturgill’s home at 2:00 pm. Laura Stru-
‘I 2ill’s home is near Palos Verdes.
] Entry fee is $10. The meet will take the place of the Oct club dive and
‘I club divers can compete without the entry fee, but will be ineligible for tro-

phies. Awards are given for 1st through 5th place, with an award for largest
'§ single fish. There will be a POTLUCK - Please bring something.

Annual Banquet:

Believe it or not, the banquet is coming soon.
Now is a good time to start planning for the ban-
quet. We are looking for anyone with spearfishing
videos, or other entertainment which they would
like to debut at the banquet they would be wel-
comed by all those in attendance.
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THE FATHOMIERS NEWSLETTER IS THE
OFFICIAL MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE
LOS ANGELES FATHOMIERS

The Fathomiers is a Southern California club dedicated to
Freediving and Competitive Spearfishing.

Membership is open to the public. To become an Active member, you
must fulflil obligations and conditions. You can also become an Assocl-
ate Member for $20. Cantact the Fathomiers for further Information.

— CONTACT NUMBERS PR
PRESIDENT Paul Romanowski 714.847.1930
VICE PRESIDENT Jose Shaur 310.798.2097
SECRETARY Mitch Walker 909.305.0020
TREASURER Eddie Ota 323.295.1809
RECORDER Richard Balta 562.402.4461
CONSERVATION Gary Thompson 310.670.1571
FISH REPORTS  Mike McDermott 714.525.7309
NEWSLETTER  Scott de Firmian 310.328.0132

e-mail spearo10@aol.com
Jim Losey 310.375.0103
e-mail jimodive@mciworld.com
Fax:

Louis Rosales 310.644.5624
e-mail Irosales@mediaone.net

Editor’s address: Scott de Firmian
2014 Gramercy Av.
Torrance, Ca. 90501

The editor teserves the right to make spelling and grammatical corrections 1o submis-
sions, and may rewrite sections for pusposes of clarity and'or space considerations.
The intent and meaning of submissions shall be maintained as closely as possible.
Anyone who has submitted an asticle may request a preview of their anticle as it will
appear in the publication. At that time the submitier may request changes or with-
drawal of the article. The editor and the club officers will determine which submis-
sions to include and which to exclude. While seasonable effort is expended to ensure

v of the inft ion in this newsletier, we do not guarantee it. The editar, and
the Fathomiers and it's officers, shall not be held liable for errors in this newsletter.
The Fathomiers do not accept paid advestisements.

Submissions are necded. Articles or information may be mailed, emailed, or commu-
nicated aver the phone. Articles and photos may be dropped off at Team Sporta for
the newsletier. Photographs submitted will be retumed 1o the owner afier publication.
Please take the initiative to contact me of 10 send me malerials. If you have informa-
tion for the newsletier, do not depend on “word of mouth” to get it 1o me.

Thankyou

The editors would like to thank those of you that have contributed
thus far and to remind you that we are still in great need of diving
stories, tips etc. so we can make your newsletter as good as is
possible. Contributions are easiest to use if they are in computer
form (e-mail, word processer etc.), or typed, but any contribution
is more than welcome.

My First Bluewater Story

By Louis Rosales

About a week ago I went on my first bluewater trip with
Paul Romanowski and Joe Kalohi when we dove the San Diego
Bluewater meet. I had been looking forward to this trip for about
a month and felt like a kid just before Christmas. This was to be
my first bluewater experience. After picking up Joe on Friday
night we headed to Paul’s and from there, we drove down to San
Diego to [aunch the boat around 1:00 am. Our plan was to head
out about 35-40 miles offshore (the limit for the meet was 40
miles), find a kelp paddy and jump in at first light. We planned to
paddy hop until about 12:00 or so and make it back by the 3:00
weigh in.

Joe and Paul were the first up. 1 had to hurry so I would-
n’t hold anyone up. Joe jumped in first and as [ was putting my
fins on I heard a very welcome “FISH™. As soon as I jumped in 1
saw a school of small yellowtail. Even though the biggest of those
fish was only about 5 or 6 Ibs., it was a beautiful sight but...not as
beautiful or as breathtaking as the water itself. Almost all of my
diving has been off the beach in southern California and it has done
nothing to prepare me for the clarity and the color of that water.
The vis was well aver 100 feet and the water was a color, which 1
have never seen before! I see colors, which come close, but each is
missing something, brightness, tone or just plain old magic. Who
ever came up with that color knew his stuff! If1 hadn’t been able
to dive any more that day that trip would have been worth the lack
of sleep and discomfort but fortunately that wasn’t the case.

After taking in the scenery and looking around my finger
started to itch. I saw the paddy and started swimming slowly to-
ward it and the variety of bait hiding under it’s shelter. As 1 circled
the paddy 1 was tempted by the small yellows but 1 told myself to
wait. It wasn’t a bad waiting room. As I circled the paddy, the
school of yellows swam by me and cruised in and out but I didn"t
see anything to shoot until three slightly larger fish

METEOROLOGICA
Weather -

Los Angeles (213) 544-1212, Santa Barbara (805) 897-1942
Surf Reports -

Ventura (805) 644-8338 and (805) 962-7873, , Zuma (310) 457-
9701, Malibu (310) 457-9701, Hermosa (310) 379-8471, Cabrillo
Beach (310) 832-1130, Orange County (714) 650-5783.

Online NOAA Redondo Beach Bouy -
hitp://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.phtml|?$station=46045
Online Surf Cams -

http://www.hbonline.com/bchcams.htm

Online Surf Forecast -
http://www.ocregister.com/ads/ocean/surf.htm!

Online Tide Tables -

hutp://facs.scripps.edw/cgi-binftidegen.p!

Online Southern California Swell Model
http://cdip.ucsd.edu/models/wave.model.html
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(Bluewater continued)

came into sight. Afier a few moments, I dove down to their level
and lined up on the biggest one (about six 1o eight pounds?) and
took the shot. My shaft went through the gill plate and I had my
first yellow (if you don’t count the 3 pounder off the beach last
year).

The next paddy was huge and after that last jump I could
hardly wait to follow Joe. I didn’t see the paddy at first so I raised
my head to find it. As soon as I put my head back in the water 1
saw Joe about 50 feet away with a good fish and he sent me a pre-
sent because all the fish came my way. Fortunately | had one al-
ready, so 1 wasn’t as anxious and was able to wait because the av-
erage size of the fish was about the same as my first fish. 1 did the
same thing as before, circled the paddy, waited and inspected the
fish. After a few minutes, I saw one fish, which was much larger
than the others, but he was near the edge of visibility and 1 knew
my gun wouldn’t stop him at 100 feet! 1 kept circling, but now 1
had a target if he would just show himself so 1 could get a shot.
As I circled, he reappeared several times and got closer but then
each time he swam away. All this time I was just trying to be calm
and swim with the other yellows hoping that the big one would
come closer and sure enough his curiosity eventually got the better
of him and [ stuck him. As soon as I got his attention, he gave me
aride and dragged me through the paddy. The fish weighed in
officially at 17.4 lbs., and it doesn’t compare to some of the huge
fish landed by others, but I will always remember it.

So far the dive had to be considered a success even if
nothing else were to happen but when Paul started yelling for the
camera on the next paddy, 1 knew we were in for another treat.
Paul got in first and I took a little longer to get in since my float
line was tangled. While 1 was trying to get off the boat Paul, from
the water. and Joe. from the boat, spotted Mola Molas. As soon
as | jumped in the water with the camera and a mostly untangled
floatline [ saw what Paul was screaming about. There were about
6 or 8 Molas in the water swimming around and under the paddy.
| handed the camera to Paul and looked at the Molas, which were
golden in the sunlight. While Paul took some pictures of the Mo-
las, 1 went afier a decent sized yellow which

Fathomier Classified Section:

For Sale: Gray Cressi open heel fins. New rubber body
$50.00 OBO Call Fil Labastida @ (310) 518-5548

For Sale: A.B.Biller teak spear gun in excellent condition.
Equipped with Biller reel and 100° Kevlar braid, hardened swivel
speartip, custom Riffe 5/8" powerbands. Also includes: spare 5/8"
Biller powerbands (set of two), spare 9/16" powerbands, stainless
cable wishbones (set of two), upgraded low-profile slide ring, ex-
tra wishbone, large game bag

$200 Call Joseph at (310) 821-2670 and leave a message

(Bluewater continued)
was hanging out on the other side of the kelp. Of the three this
was the luckiest because, in all the excitement, 1 had forgotten to
attach my slip tip before firing my gun but fortunately 1 stoned him.
When | brought the fish up the first thing 1 noticed was that there
was no tip. After grabbing the end of the spear, so the fish couldn’t
get off'if it came to life, I noticed that the tip was on the wrong
side of the fish and only then did I realize how lucky I had been.
Afier he took a couple of nice pictures of the Molas, Paul
bagged a nice yellow and it was off to the next paddy where Paul
and Joe jumped in. On this particular paddy, Paul saw my yellow's
twin and bagged the third place fish which weighed in at 17.8 Ibs.
and one other slightly smaller fish that proved to be the last of the
day. On the way back, Joe jumped in at a paddy and some floating
debris while 1 followed with the camera. 1 was hoping to docu-
ment some action, but we didn’t see any more fish until the weigh.

Now | know what all the fuss is about!!!

1999 Fathomiers Schedule

All Meetings begin at 7:30 and are held at Roundtable Pizza on the
south-east corner of Hawthorne Blvd. and Redondo Beach Bivd.

Saturday October 2
Saturday October 9
Sunday October 10
Monday October 11
Sunday November 7
Monday November 8
Sunday November 14
Sunday December 5
Monday December 13

Charlie Sturgill Polespear Meet

PCC’s (Tenative)

Club Dive (Possibly reschedule)

Meeting (Nominate Life Member)

Club Dive (County Line)

Meeting (Nominate Officers)

Larry Staat Polespear Meet (Reef Point)
Club Dive

Meeting (Elect Officers)

Charlie Sturgill Polespear Meet

® No pre-registration

¢ Dive location is open. Dive wherever you want

e Breath diving only

¢ True polespears only (NO HAWAIIAN SLINGS)

e 12" size limit for all fish, except 14" for kelp and sand bass and
sheephead.

o Fish & Game rules apply.

» Weighin at 2:00 p.m.

e Scoring: 1 point per fish, 1 point per pound.

¢ Weighin location: 340 Calle de Andalucia, Redondo Beach.

Directions:

¢ Get off the 405 Fwy at Hawthorne Blvd. Go south.

¢ Turn right (south) at Sepulveda Blvd.

« Turn lefit (south) at Palos Verdes Blvd.

e Continue on Palos Verdes Blvd. and soon you'll be going up the
hill.

e Turn left (east) on Calle Mayor. This is a small street with a small
sign. There is a traffic light.

» Turn right on Via Pasqual (the second street).

o Tumn left on Calle de Andalucia.

» House is on the right at 340 Calle de Andalucia.
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San Diego Bluewater Meet
By Skip Hellen

My plan was good my execution was off. I studied the tides and
determined there would be current for most of the day except for
the morning turn. The strategy was to start at the Coronados and
wait for the change in the hope that a big white could be taken in
the morning in the kelp then head out and paddy hop for the exot-
ics, bigger Yellowtail and perhaps a large tuna? My tide estimates
were right on and the tide turned around 9-10AM. We had a 30-
40 minute window when the WSB came up. They were very large
fish and I had S sightings but couldn't get a decent shot. The first
pair | sighted were in the 60+ Ib. range, I thought I was looking at
two Black seabass when I first sighted them (I had multiple BSB
sightings in the area). There was a 5-10 degree drop thermocline
down about 30' where the water got very dark and brown. I
tracked them down into that dirty cold water all five time and got
no closer than 20, 1 guess 1 should have shot?

Rick was nice enough to invite me on his friend’s boat after Gene
Emery had to cancel at the last minute because of a work schedule
change. Right at the prime change time another boat pulled up and
anchored about 50' from us and dumped for divers in the water
right on the hot corner. After my second small Yellowtail I noticed
the current was switching and decided to go down into the kelp
and hunt WSB and give Rick a chance at the Yellowtail on the cor-
ner. After I retumned to the boat frustrated over the 5 missed win-
ning opportunities. Rick was right on the spot where I had speared
the Yellowtail earlier, screaming an old familiar line, "bring the
boat.” I swam over and sized up the situation with6ut interfering
with the catch. The boat should up and handed me a second gun,
which Rick used to second shot the fish. By the time we had his
fish in the boat the current was ripping in the opposite

direction (no more WSB, the window had closed). I searched the
area over and over again and down below to no avait but the bot-
tom was 85-90' and cold I dirty below 30'.

Rich's story is that two WSB swam past him about 5' under the
surface and he shot the second one after he said the first one had
swum between his legs (right). The second WSB he shot at about
point blank rang from the surface turned out to be a fish that had
been speared and lost by one of the divers from the other boat only
minutes earlier (what a stupid fish). The biggest embarrassment
was he was using a 120cm Esclapez gun with one rubber and a 50'
floatline. 1 warned him he probably didn't have proper gamefishing
equipment before we got in the water. I felt I had the right spot,
and no

water competition when we started the meet, which I felt gave me
a good chance to do very well. It's better to be lucky than good.

1 had my chances but I couldn't execute.

The placements were as follows:?

Ist WSB 34 1b. Rick (my boat partner)

2nd WSB 27 1b. San Diego diver (Steve Salas)

3rd 17.8 1b. YT Paul Romanowski

4th 17.4 1b. YT Louis Rosales (Paul's boat same school)
Sth 1571b. YT San Diego diver

6th 14.8 1b. YT Skip Hellen

7th 132Ib. YT San Diego diver

San Franscisquito

It’s that time again. Paul Romanowski is organizing a trip to San
Franscisquito. The trip is scheduled for the weekend before
Thanksgiving. Anyone interested should contact Paul for details.

September Fathomiers Competitive Results
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Diver

Carlos Serret

| Fillabastia

[ash W eiehit July

18.3 Ibs 100%
11.21bs | 6120%

‘Bl Schuck Memorial Trophy

The September dive was held at Point Dume where Carlos wrapped up the compe-
tition and the Al Schuck point with a very respectable 15 Ib halibut. The Al Schuck
trophy is wide open and up for grabs right now as four divers each are tied with

one.

ill Emst 1

Fil Labastida 1

J Scott de Firmian 1
Carlos Serret 1
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FATHOMIERS 1999 “IN CALIFORNIA” RECORDS

SPLCHES

EN

)/

DIVIR

LOCATION

White Seabass 76| 9.6[Todd Bergenbring |Palos Verdes

California Sheephead| 29|12.8|Marcos Pinho Laguna Beach

Barracuda 8] 4|Paul Romanowski |Seal Beach Breakwall
Cabezon 7115.0/Al Schneppershoff |Seal Beach Breakwall
Yellow Tail 39| 3.2|Scott de Firmian Catalina (Johnson’s Rock)
Calico Bass 9|  3|Stathis Kostopoulos [Laguna Beach

Bonita 10{ O|Eddie Ota Cortez Banks

This past month Eddie Ota nabbed a big 10 Ib bonita at Cortez banks for a new in California record.

Turn in those records: If you have a record, in California or outside California, notify Richard Balta.

Steve Redding Trophy:

The Steve Redding Trophy is a lifetime trophy awarded to honor the memory of Steve Redding. The fish chosen are all gamefish whch can
be caught off the beach. It was thought that the eligible fish should be readily accessible off the beach or by kayak because Steve was pri-

marily a beach diver. The qualifving fish are as follows:
Each diver must get, while an active member or tenative, one each of the following: Yellotail (at least 35 Ibs.), White Seabass (at least
50ibs.), and either a CalicoBass (at least 10lbs.) or Halibut (at least 25lbs.)

Diver | White Seabass : Yellowtail alibut — * Calico
Todd Bergenbring 76lbs 9.60z
Scott deFirmian 61lbs 120z 39 ibs 30z
Al Schneppershoff 561bs 60z
Nelson Dooley 531bs 40z
Skip Hellen 521bs 60z
Richard Balta 501bs 60z
Paul Romanowski 501bs

Maps Needed!

There are many different dive spots which can be nominated for a club dive, but many of the members will be unfamiliar with the loca-
tion and or the layout of the area (reefs structure etc.) As a service to the other members, it is requested that anyone that nominates a spot
for a monthly dive, provide a rough map of the reefs and structure as well as brief instructions on getting to the spot. It is understood that
you may have your “secret holes” at a particular location and nobody expects you to give those away!






