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| Fathomiers Club Meeting : ,
IMonday January 10 Y2K Banquet:

The January meeting will be held at the Round Table Pizza on
] the South-east corner of Hawthorne Blvd. And Redondo
Beach Blvd. The meeting will begin at 7:30.

i '
| There will be no February meeting. Dive safe! : for y2k Fathomier style:
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The annual Fathomier banquet is coming
up and it is not too soon to start preparing J K

Fathomier YZK Calendars! _ IMPORTANT EVENTS

Order your Official Fathomier Calendar for the year 2000. It
will be just the thing when thé lights go out!! . JANUARY 1 - REMEMBER YOUR
: NEW FISHING LICENSES.
]
: ® JANUARY 9 - CLUB DIVE AT
January Club Dive = REEF POINT, LAGUNA
The January Club Dive will be held at 8am on Sunday, January {5 ’
19, 2000 at Reef Point in Laguna Beach. ® JANUARY 22 — FREEDIVELIST
. |
m “FATHERS” PARTY
| n
Congratulations and Thanks! a FEBRUARY 26 5:00pm - ANNUAL

‘I New officers for 2000 were elected at the Decembér meeting. : BANQUET. (Redondo Elks Lodge)
Thanks to those who served the club well in 1999! )
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THE FATHOMIERS NEWSLETTER IS THE
OFFICIAL MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE
LLOS ANGELES FATHOMIERS

The Fathomiers is a Southern California club dedicated
to Freediving and Competitive Spearfishing.

Membership is open to the public. To become an Active member, you
must fulfill obligations and conditlons. You can also become an Associ-
ate Member for $20. Contact the Fathomiers for further information.

— CONTACT NUMBERS —
PRESIDENT Jim Matsukas 805.688-1983
VICE PRESIDENT Nelson Dooley 562.938-7374
SECRETARY Orlando Delgado 818.767-9996
TREASURER Eddie Ota 323.295.1809
RECORDER Fil Labastida 310.518-5548
CONSERVATION Gary Thompson - 310.645.1212
NEWSLETTER  Gary Thompson 310.645.1212

Fax: 310.641-4323
Tyler Dubberly 310.649.1052
email: tdubberly@ispwest.com

Editor's address: Tyler Dubberly
6388 West 78th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90045

The editor reserves the right to make spelling and grammatical corrections to submis-
sions, and may rewrite sections for pusposes of clarity and’or space considerations.
The intent and meaning of submissions shall be maintained as closely as possible.
Anyone who has submitted an article may request a preview of their article as it will
appear in the publication. Al that time the submitier may request changes or with-
drawal of the article. The ‘editor and the club officers will detenmine which submis-
sions 10 include and which 1o exclude. While reasonable effort is expended to ensure
accuracy of the information in this newsletter, we do not guarantee it. The editor, and
the Fathomiers and it's officers, shall not be held liable for errors in this newsletter.
The Fathomiers do not accept paid advertisements.

Submissions are needed. Articles or infonmation may be mailed, emailed, or commu-
nicated over the phone. Anticles and photos may be dropped off at Team Sports for
the newsletter. Photographs submiticd will be retumned to the owner after publication.
Please take the initiative to contact me or to send me materials. If you have informa-

Thank you

The editors would like to thank those of you that have contributed
thus far and to remind you that we are still in great need of diving
stories, tips etc. so we can make your newsletter as good as is
possible. Contributions are easiest to use if they are in computer
form (e-mail, word processer etc.) but any contribution is more
than welcome.

Japanese Tuna
By John Iwaniec

Dear Brother Fathomiers

I would like to say what an honor it is to be a member with such a
great bunch of guys and fellow hunters. Special thanks to my
good friend and sponsor Gerald Lim, whom I hold in high regard.
Life here in Okinawa has been great with some fun tuna action off
shore. Steve Alexander and his daughter Candice were here for
nine days and it turned out to be quite an experience. We caught a
bunch of butterflies and did a few shore dives which I found out
later, Steve hates, something about 1000 reasons why he hates to
dive, 999 of those reasons attributed to climbing down cliffs and
swimming out to the reef. The biggest things we speared while he
was here was a 351b grouper (estimated) that Steve shot and loss
and a big snapper about the same size that I completely missed
(old age), still rying to figure out how that happened. We got allot
of small grouper and other assorted reef fish. Unfortunately, we
only had the boat one-day, since my partner Ed Hutsell was back
stateside. Then Super Typhoon Bart hit us and we spent two days
locked in the house and winds up to 150mph. We barely got them
on their plane and they had to spend a night and day in the airpont
back in mainland Japan. I hope they had at least a few good
memories. Anyway, getting back to the tuna, I had shot and
missed three tna in the 1001b range a week before Steve got
here, when we happened upon a pinnacle 20 miles offshore. We
all had reels but were not expecting to see such big fish since we
were heading for some reef dives off some of the local islands.
The pinnacle comes out of the water from about 300 fi straight
up and you have to catch it when the tide isn't ripping through
there. Fortunately for us, there was no current when we arrived. |
got in the water first and soon spotted a school of tunas in the 15-
30 Ib. category below me (dog Tooths). I started my decent when

METEOROLOGICA
Weather -

Los Angeles (213) 544-1212, Santa Barbara (805) 897-1942
Surf Reports -

Ventura (805) 644-8338 and (805) 962-7873, , Zuma (310) 457-
9701, Malibu (310) 457-9701, Hermosa (310) 379-8471, Cabrillo
Beach (310) 832-1130, Orange County (714) 650-5783.

Online NOAA Redondo Beach Buoy -
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.phtml?Sstation=46045
Online Surf Cams -

http://www.hbonline.com/bchcams.htm

Online Surf Forecast -
http://www.ocregister.com/ads/ccean/surf.htm]

Online Tide Tables -

http://facs.scripps.edw/cgi-bin/tidegen.pl

Ounline Southern California Swell Model
http://cdip.ucsd.edu/models/wave.model.html

Online Global Wam Forecast (Unclassified)
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" Freedivelist Party. of the New
! Millennium

Many of you already know about the Freedivel-
ist and the upcoming party at San Juan Capistrano to
honor the “Fathers” of our sport. The party has been
set for January 22 2000 and will be held at Robin Car-
den’s Estate 25677 Paseo de la Paz, San Juan Cap-
istrano and the City of SJC Community Conference
Center at 25925 Camino del Avion (located just below
Robin’s home about one block away). Parking will be
available at the Farmers Market parking lot and handi-
capped parking will be provided at Robin’s home.

The dress will be casual and people are encour-
aged to bring a swimsuit if wanted. Food will be pot-
luck. Everyone is requested to bring TONS of your fa-

vorite food and a variety of drinks for the whole family.

Please bring the food in disposable containers!

The party will use Robin’s home as a base all
day Saturday. In addition, the City of San Juan Cap-
istrano Community Service Center/ Theater has been
rented from 2 PM to 8 PM. The only “scheduled”
events will be a short introduction by Terry Maas, fol-
lowed by a black and white slide show of our sport
from the 1930’s through the 1950°s. The presentation

will feature music (no talking) and is being created by a

team consisting of Terry Maas, chair, Ron Mullins,
John Johnston and Phil Alley (of Sony). This

“program” will be shown twice once at 3 PM and again

at 7 PM. It is expected to be 25 minutes in length.

Any one planning to attend this once in a life-
time event should RSVP as soon as possible. Send
your rsvp’s to Bob Jones at Bobjones36@aol.com PUT IN
THE SUBJECT FIELD...last name, first name, point
of origin. Sample: Hamilton, Jim, California. If you
cannot rsvp by e-mail, you can rsvp by mail. In addi-
tion to rsvp’s a donations are being requested to cover
the costs of the party. Send what you can. Rsvp’s and
donations can be sent to:

Bob Jones

3 Crestwind Drive

Rancho Palos Verdes, Ca 90275

In addition to rsvp’s and donations, sponsors
and voluteers are needed. The sponsors would make a

poster (18 by 22 inches and 18 point font) with photos

and text about the selected diver. Contact Jim Hamil-

Freedivelist Party (continued)
ton at 1jim@gte.net for information about sponsoring a
diver. Volunteers would help with various jobs which
will be crucial to making this party a smashing success.
Directions to the party: .
From LA go south on the 405 to the I-5 south
Get off at the Ca-74/ORTEGA HWY exit to-
wards SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO.
‘Turn RIGHT onto ORTEGA HWY/CA-74
Tum LEFT onto DEL OBISPO ST.
Turn Right onto PASEO DE LA PAZ
Address: 25677 Paseo de la Paz
If you need more information about the
“Fathers” Gathering on January 22, 2000, contact Mark
Barville at:
Mark Barville
536 Roycroft
Long Beach, Ca 90814-1819
(562) 434-2210
e-mail: mark@cerfnet.com

Fathomier Banquet

The year 2000 is here now and with it, the an-
nual awards banquet is fast approaching. The date is
set for February 26 from 5:00 into the night. The Ban-
quet is open to all freedivers. All that is asked is that
you bring a dish (it is potluck). If you can’t cook, KFC
or utensils will do. Soft drinks and alcohol will be pro-
vided (for a fee) by the Redondo Elks Club. As always
the affair is strictly informal.

The current list of dishes follows and will be
updated at the next meeting.

Scott de Firmian: Turkey, Peter Marley: Ham, Rene L
Rojas: Empanadas, Zoilo Velazquez: Ceviche, Art and
Kiersten Aldrich: Heavenly Hash & Abalone, Jim Ma-
tsukas: KFC, Louis Rosales: Entre, Paul Romanowski:
Silverware, Joe Kalohi: Crab dip & crackers.

THERE WILL BE NO FEBRUARY MEETING
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{Japanese Tuna, cont. from pg. 2)

-eral vision and it was a small school of trevallys .1 shot the big-
gest fish around 201bs and it was a fun fight with the other fish
circling around and the tunas all-.coming to

he surface. I quickly dispatched the Garra and quickly reloaded.
As I was descending on the tunas for the second time, again some-
thing came into my peripheral vision. I was shocked to see a tuna
well over 100 1bs. right beside me. I turned the gun towards him
and let go a shot that hit the fish just a little short of a perfect spine
shot and that fish took off like he was on fire. 150 ft of line left
that reel like he was peeling line off a spool of thread and then
came the end WHOA! Holy Sh-t Batman what a ride straight
down. I was pulling for all I was worth three times before | started
to make a little headway back to the surface and turning blue in
the process. Something gave a little and I was able to get to the
surface and call for the boat. I was just able to hand the gun to one
of my buds and quickly jumped in when everything became stuck.
The tuna must have ledged me and no matter how much I tried to
manipulate the fish I couldn't free it, then the shaft finally pulled
free and it was gone. To make a long story short I ended up hitting
two more giants that day all with the same results before the
sharks turned up and the current got so swift we had to leave, I did
shoot a few more smaller tunas and had a huge Ulua over a hun-
dred pounds come so close I could have slapped him while I was
fighting the last tuna. A week after Steve left we wanted to get
back into the action while the fish were still here and this time we
tried to prepare ourselves a little better than the previous trip. I got
a Riffe Float and my buddy had a lifesaver buoy with high-density
foam and of course breakaway shafts. We were blessed with an-
other beautiful flat calm day with no current. We got to the pinna-
cle around 7Am and I was ready to get into the water. No current
running and about 200ft vis. As I swam to the pinnacle the first
thing I see are two 401b Dog Tunas swimming parallel to me. I
was really pumped for this dive; 1 had added another 5/8 band (4)
to my 9/32 shaft so I knew I could punch through anything. 1
dropped down and placed a shaft in the lead fish right behind the
head and off he went right for the bottom. I let go of the gun and
grabbed the float line and we were off to the races. You know it's
incredible how strong a 40-1b. dog Tooth is, that fish was really
strong but he couldn't overcome the float and me. As 1 was work-
ing him up, all of a sudden the fish heads straight for the surface
and I look down to see a 10-ft Tiger moving for the fish. Oh sh-t
of all the luck, 1 don't mind any other type of shark, but Tigers are
very unpredictable. 1 yell for the boat and continue to bring up the
fish. Fortunately, the fish gets halfway to the surface and goes
belly up, the shark heads back down for some unknown reason
and I quickly pull him up, grab the tuna and throw him in the boat.
I'm really excited now and head back to the pinnacle. As 1 come
into view of the rock I look down to see a huge Dog tooth tuna
well over a hundre4 pounds right under me and rising to look me
over. I breathe up and start down but he slowly swims off. I know
he will be back because these fish are patrolling this rock. I get
back to the surface and breathe up real good and get back to
around thirty feet looking out into the deep water when I see
something coming from my right, between me and the rock and 1
5ft above me. It's the big tuna and he is heading straight down at
me. I'm getting excited and slowly raise the gun up to intercept
him all the while not looking straight at

the fish. I wait until the fish is 15 ft from my tip and try for a kill
shot just as the fish turns to the right and away from me. I let the
shot go and hit him just behind the gills again a little low from the
spine. | threw the gun on my shoulder and head for the surface. I
was not able to get a hold of the line but watched the fish very
slowly and methodically head for the bottom. As I reached for the
float it sped past me and I watched in amazement as everything
headed for the bottom faster than I could swim down with nothing
impeding me. The Riffe float got skinnier and skinnier all the way
down until the fish hit the ledge and the float was basically flat....
Then pop, I hear something go, 5001b mono, and the piece of c--p
float comes back to the surface like some whipped dog with it's
tail between it's legs. Fish gone, shaft gone and lesson leaned. Get
a 55-gallon drum next time, fill with foam and try again HAH!
Yea, I wasn't feeling like the Spearpro after these two latest excur-
sions. Steve suggested using a whole bunch of smaller floats and
that might be a good idea. The biggest problem is these tunas all
head right for the bottom and I have to keep them from reaching
the rocks. I will also go to cable, I have a 75ft bungee but the
rocks again will tear it all up, so I can't use that here. Anyway, at
least we have finally found a place where there are some big boys
hanging out. I would like 1o say if any of Y'all want to come this
way let me know and we will start planning for next summer. |
think Steve paid $750 for a round trip so it's pretty reasonable and
I would love to have you guys come and visit. Take care.

John

Secretary’s Report
By Larry Carter

7:00 Meeting called to order

Vote for new officers

Results: President: Jim Matsukas.
Vice President: Nelson Dooley.
Recorder: Fil Labastida
Secretary: Orlando Delgado.
Newsletter Editors: Gary Thompson and

Tyler Dubberly

Treasurer: Eddie Ota

Jan. club dive: Reef Point.

Discussed club donation to Freedivelist party January
22 in Costa Mesa. Decided, by vote, to donate $300 to
help cover expenses.

Al Schneppershoff to coordinate club calendar.

Pass around list for banquet potluck.

Introduce guests.

Fish stories.

Farewell to Paul.
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The Simple Things in Life
By Louis Rosales
Each time I go diving the anticipation is high.

How many flatties will I get this time?...Ha!! How
many legal bugs?!! WSB? Well, as you all know not
every dive goes as planned but fortunately there is
more to Freediving than the tally. It may seem corny,
but the camaraderie and the beauty of nature are two of
the things that make our sport so special. Don’t get me
wrong, the hunt, the quiet and many other things make
freediving so much different and special as well; if not,
we would all do something cheaper, less dangerous
and, above all, easier. '

I am lucky enough to have two mentors (even
though they may not know it!) that allow me to tag
along and learn from their experience and perspective
on life and diving. Not to long ago I went for a night
dive with one of my mentors, Jim Losey, at a local
beach. It was one of those nights when we chose the
wrong spot. The swell was larger than we thought and
so we had to dive too far outside. Considering the size
of the swell, the vis was pretty good. The biggest prob-
lem we had was that nothing seemed to be out that far.

Since the pickings were slim we ended up hang-
ing on our floats and talking for at least a half an hour.
The night was beautiful. There was no moon and there
were quite a few stars out and as we talked we turned
our lights out so we could see every bit of natural light.
The sky had shooting stars and constellations, but our
attention was soon drawn to the trails of light in the
water when we moved our fins or drew our hands
through the water. We speculated on how this would be
like a dinner bell to sharks if we were in a more dan-
gerous part of the ocean and we talked about other
things as well, but most of all I remember the beauty
and how even though the “tally” would indicate that
the dive was a total disaster, I remember how I was re-
minded that sometimes the simple things in life are the
most important.

From the Prez...

Jim Matsukas is very enthusiastic about leading
the Fathomiers into the new millennium. For those of
you who don’t know, Jim lives in Buelton (yes, way
up there by Peasoup Anderson’s). His profession
brings him to Los Angeles on a regular basis, but he
can be hard to reach by phone. For this reason he rec-
ommends the following:

Wednesday & Thursday are the best times to contact
him. On these days he can be reached at
Home (805) 688-1983

Friday through Monday, Jim is typically on his boat
and can be reached by calling his
Cell phone (213) 598-1213

Evenings during the week
Page (310) 715-4607

Emergency, when all other means are exhausted
Work (310) 768-8055

Jim encourages feedback and ideas from all club mem-
bers and appreciates your cooperation in using these
numbers as indicated.

Where Is Cisco...

Rumor has it that the elusive Cisco Serrat can be
reached at (949) 584-5931 which is a cell phone num-
ber.

Hopefully he will have it on when you try to call.

His new address is:

3 Corporate Park, Suite 160

Irvine, CA 92606-5111
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SPECIES LBS OZ DIVER LOCATION

White Seabass 76| 9.6|Todd Bergenbring |Palos Verdes

California Sheephead| 29|12.8[Marcos Pinho Laguna Beach

Barracuda 8| 4|Paul Romanowski |Seal Beach Breakwall
|[Cabezon 7]115.0lAl Schneppershoff |Seal Beach Breakwall
Yellow Tail 39| 3.2[Scott de Firmian Catalina (Johnson's Rock)
Calico Bass 9] 3|Stathis Kostopoulos |Laguna Beach

Halibut 15| 0|Carlos Serret Point Dume

Sandbass 6/ 8|Richard Balta Seal Beach Breakwall
Dorado 18| 1.6/Skip Hellen San Diego

Bonita 10 O|Eddie Ota Cortez Banks

Several people turned in new California records this month. Skip Hellen got a nice dorado, Richard Balta got a sandbass in
the Sturgill Polespear meet and Carlos shot a halibut in the last competition at point dume.

Tum in those records: If you have a record, in California or outside California, notify Richard Balta.

Steve Redding Trophy:

The Steve Redding Trophy is a lifetime trophy awarded to honor the memory of Steve Redding. The fish chosen are all gamefish which
can be caught off the beach. It was thought that the eligible fish should be readily accessible off the beach or by kayak because Steve was
primarily a beach diver. The qualifying fish are as follows:

Each diver must get, while an active member or tentative, one each of the following: Yellowtail (at least 35 Ibs.), White Seabass (at least
50lbs.), and either a Calico Bass (at least 101bs.) or Halibut (at least 251bs.)

White Scabass Yellowtail ] Halibut Calico

Todd Bergenbring 761bs 9.60z

Scott deFirmian 61lbs 120z 39 Ibs 30z
Al Schneppershoff 56lbs 60z

Nelson Dooley ) 531bs 40z

Skip Hellen ’ 52lbs 60z | 381bs12o0z
Richard Balta : 501bs 60z

Paul Romanowski 501bs

Maps Needed!

There are many different dive spots which can be nominated for a club dive, but many of the members will be unfamiliar with the lo-
cauon and or the layout of the area (reefs structure etc.) As a service to the other members, it is requested that anyone that nominates a
spot for a monthly dive, provide a rough map of the reefs and structure as well as brief instructions on getting to the spot. It is understood
that you may have your “secret holes” at a particular location and nobody expects you to give those away!
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