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Club Meetings

OCTOBER 9, 2000 (2nd Monday of the month) at 7:30 pm

will be the next meeting at Round Table Pizza in Torrance. October 14 - Pacific Coast Championships

.l

at San Simeon = ,{

g |

October 21 ~ GLACD Meet at Leo Carillo i

October 28 — Charlie Sturgill Meet

Club Dives - Open to all

Oct 8 Cabrillo Breakwater

Meet at Cabrlllo boat launch parking lot at 8am
10 fish meet. Best for Kayaks

1 Oct 28 Charlie Sturgill Meet
See aftached flyer

December 10 — Larry Staat Pole Spear Meet
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Fulure Club Dives:

Nov S Point Dume

Dec3 Club dive

Dec 10 Larry Staat Pole Spear Meet

Photo Shoot Meet Results

1st — Rene Rojas
2nd - Ed Glass / Eddie Ota
3rd - Luis Rosales
4th - Clint Koberstein

WELCOME!
New members E |
Dave Galich and John Milton E
Voted in to the Fathomiers at the :
September 2000 Meeting.

Now we expect lots of great photos and 4
stories from you guys for the newsletter. i

Hats off to those who put their spearguns aside and spent the day diving
PV with cameras donated by Bonica. Points were given for each recogniz-’
able fish photographed. The most unusual was awarded for a photo of a
soupfin shark by Clint Koberstein. Thanks to Steve Sanford and the
GLACD for coordinating the event.
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THE FATHOMIERS NEWSLETTER IS THE
OFFICIAL MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE
LOS ANGELES FATHOMIERS

The Fathomiers is a Southern California club dedicated to
Freediving and Competitive Spearfishing.

Membership is open to the public. To become an Active member, you
maust fullill obligations and conditions. You can also become an Associ-
ate Member for $20. Contact the Fathomiers for further information.

CONTACT NUMBERS

PRESIDENT Jim Matsukas  (h) 213-598-1213
(w) 310-768-8055
(p) 310-715-4607
VICE PRESIDENT  Nelson Dooley 562.938-7374
SECRETARY Orlando Delgado 818.767-9996
Email: wyldtyme@ecarthlink.net
TREASURER Eddie Ota 310.295-1809
Email: livealittle@earthlink.net
RECORDER Fil Labastida 310.518-5548

Email:  fillab@earthlink.net
CONSERVATION  Gary Thompson 310.645.1212
NEWSLETTER Gary Thompson 310.645.1212
Fax: 310.641-4323
Tyler Dubberly 310.335.0136
Email: dubberly®@ispwest.com

Editor's address: Tyler Dubberly
119 Loma Vista Strect #1
El Segundo, CA 90245

The editor reserves the night to make spelling and grammatical corvections to submis-
sions, and may rewnite sections for purposes of clarity and/or space considerations.
The intent and meaning of submissions shall be maintained as closely as possible.
Anyone who has subnutted an article may request a preview of their article as it will
appear m the publication. At that ime the submiitter may request changes or with-
drawal of the aricle. The editar and the club officers will d ine which submissions
to include and which to exclude. While reasonable effort is expended to ensure accu-
racy of the information in this newsletter, we do not guarantee it. The editor, and the
Fathomiers and it's officers, shall not be held liable for errors in this newsletter. The
Fathomiers do not zccept paid advertisemenis.

Submissions are needed. Asticles or information may be mailed, emailed, or communi-
cated over the phone. Articles and photos may be dropped off at Team Sports for the
newsletter. Photographs submitted will be retumed to the owner after publication.
Please take the initiative to contact me or to send me materials. If you have information
for the newsletter. do not depend on “word of mouth” to get it to me.
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NO EasH

By Louis Rosales

I can’t think of a dive which I have regretted, but those days,
which I remember most fondly, are those spent diving with friends.
No matter the results, the enjoyment is always greater when shared
with friends, and I intend to share one such recent dive

Joe Dabney and I decided to search for White Sea bass in
Palos Verdes...(I thought I knew where “the foggy spot™ was!). We
were both prepared and anxious for wsb but we also knew that they
can be fickle. Not as many people had been bringing them in. but we
knew that there was always a chance and that anticipation is part of
what drives us.

The weather was sunny and the water was flat making for an
easy, almost lazy, entrance over the rocks. The water was clear with
about 25 to 35 foot vis in the kelp and we could see, quite clearly, that
the fish had decided to take a vacation. Even the garibaldi and
opaleye were strangely absent. [ didn’t remember ever seeing this
area so empty and Joe also commented on the absence of fish. After
initially splitting up in a luckless search for fish, we started diving one
up one down and enjoyed the scenery. After a while he started telling
me how deep each area was (I had never used a depth gauge and have
very little feel for how deep I can go). It was interesting and fun to
compare the actual measured depth with how it felt to me.

Finally, after a couple of hours, we decided to come in. | had
no thoughts of seeing any fish and almost unloaded my gun but a
voice in the back of my head told me that I should wait. As I was
swimming in, a shark swam below me. Time to check it out! Good
news bad news. By the time [ got down, the shark was long gone. but
as I glided through the kelp a good-sized calico swam past and just
begged me to shoot. 1did. Idon’t know how big the calico was, but it
is my biggest yet. More importantly, however, that fish was a perfect
ending to a fun dive and it underscored the importance of always be-
ing ready.

ALLFPORTE AQUATICS

New Location

2400 Carson Blvd #115 (Carson / Crenshaw)

Torrance, CA 90501
Phone #(310) 320-6367

Scramble Meet Changes ???

In recent years the club changed the rules of our club com-

petitions to protect our fisheries, especially sheepshead. It .
was in my opinion, one of the best things we have ever
done. But, in retrospect, it has cost us in one area — The |
Scramble Meet. ‘

We have in many peoples eyes ruined the chances of shore
or local boat divers ability to win. Anyone with a fast

boat to get multiple Yellowtail or White Sea Bass. It is
practically impossible to achieve this and be competitive
with beach dive.

[ propose that in the Scramble Meet and in all other club
meets and dives we will follow standard club dive rules.
Three (3) fish, one (1) per species. It is important to keep
this meet both fair and competitive.

Thanks - Paul Romanowski
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Secretary’s Report

SEPTEMBER CLUB MEETING MINUTES
Meeting was called to order at 7:50 p.m. by Vice President Nelson
Dooley. Our President was out CARP fishing and could not be pre-
sent. I hope weall get a piece of that smoked Striped Marlin he
should be preparing about now. Recorder report was read and also
an update to the all-time record list
was read.
Dive Flag Safety Awareness fliers and an update on the program
wastalked about by Eric from G.L.A.C.D.
G.L.A.C.D. expressed their thanks for the donation the club made
for the program. Discussion was held on new flyers and the response
was very positive.

Old Business
Scramble Meet Trophies were handed out to the winners.

New Business

November 5th club dive, Point Dume 3 fish meet.

Paul Romanowski proposed to make Scramble Meet a 3 fish meet
with a Ifish per species requirement. This will be a constitutional
amendmentand will be published in the newsletter prior to a vote.
Rene Rojas gave a report on the G.L.A.C.D. "Photo Shoot".

A vote was held for new membership. Dave Galish & John Milton
were the perspective members voted on.

Stathis Kostopoulos gave us a great slide presentation on hunting
giant Bluefin Tuna in Greece.

Rene Rojas spoke on his adventures in La Paz with a huge marlin.
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SPECIAL THANKS !!!

TO ALL THE SPONSORS OF
SCRAMBLE MEET 2000

THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES / INDIVIDUALS
CONTRIBUTED SOME GREAT PRIZES FOR THIS
YEARS RAFFLE

RIFFE

AMERICAN DIVERS
ROGER YAZBECK / PICASSO
SEA D SEA

ROB ALLEN

M&B WESTSUITS

ALLSPORTS AQUATICS

CUSTOM BOUYANCY /
JOHN MODUGNO

DON’T FORGET ALL OF THE EFFORTS OF JIM
MATSUKAS WHO ORGANIZED AND STAFFED
THE EVENT.

CHEERS TO CARLOS SERRET FOR SLAVING
OVER THE CHOWDER!




October 2000

SCRAMBLE MEET 2000
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Look at the arms on those guys. Exactly what did Cisco put in the Chowda?
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South Bay Stripers

Joe Dabney and I decided to try our luck at a new “Rocky” spot and
found ourselves in the midst of a Striper frenzy.

Heres a hint - It wasn’t Rhode Island, Arizona or the Calfornia
Aquaduct. Amongst spearable sardines and menhaden ([ think), there
were striped bass up to 20+ pounds feasting on the bait. I guess I
couldn’t get over the shock of seeing these fish in coastal waters, be-
cause [ couldn’t hit one for the life of me. They move very quickly
and do not make easy targets. As you can see Joe did alright and re-
ports that the meat is comparable to WSB. There is no Fathomier's
Califomia Record for Stripers and our All Time Record is 241bs 20z
by Gerald Lim which was caught in Arizona. Striped Bass are com-
mon in Castaic and Pyramid Lakes and in the freshwater aquaducts
that quench LA. Similar to Salmon, Stripers thrive in freshwater as
well as saltwater. - Da Editor
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SCRAMBLE MEET 2000 SHIRTS

All sizes of the T-Shirts are still available for
10 bucks. See Carlos Serret before its too late!
If you act now he will throw in one of those
sporty blue Fathomiers Hats freeeee!
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LIFE TIME MEMBER NOMINATION
SEE ATTACHED LETTER

To be voted on at the October Meeting

- o aut Who?
Rene Rojas with his American Record
80.5 1b Yellowtail taken at Crusoe Island, Chile

"

Prospective Sponsor Duties

1) A sponsor shall inform probationers of club
rules and upcoming dives.

2) A sponsor shall make him/herself available by
telephone to answer questions regarding the club
or general diving,.

3) A sponsor shall introduce probationers to other
club members at meetings and dives.

4) A sponsor shall keep a record of all the club
dives and meetings attended and of any service
performed for the club by probationer within the

required 12 month period.

A sponsor shall notify the Vice President, who
also is the *“Prospective Member Manager,”
when the requirements have been met and pro
vide the record of such.

The Sponsorship period starts at the meeting when the sponsorship
is declared. Please make sure that you understand these dutics be-
fore you decide to sponsor a new prospective member.
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FATHOMIERS 2000 “IN CALIFORNIA™ RECORDS

SPECIES 0Y4 DIVER LOCATION
White Seabass Marcos Pinho Catalina
California Sheepshead 26| 12[|Paul Romanowski Point Fermin
Barracuda 6| 2[Joe Kalohi Catalina
Scallop 6 1/8” Eddie Ota LB Breakwall
Halibut 31|  8|Todd Bergenbring Catalina
Calico Bass 9 5[Jim Losey Palos Verdes
Opaleye 4] 3|Richard Balta County Line
Perch (Zebra) 2|  4|Jim Matsukas Malibu Colony
Red Abalone 9 5/8” Paul Romanowski Mendocino
Cabezon 9 4|Richard Balta LA Breakwall
Lingcod 8| 4|Paul Romanowski Fort Bragg
Sand Bass 6| 12|Richard Balta LA Breakwall
Corbina 3[ 8Paul Romanowski  |Laguna Beach

FATHOMIERS 2000 “OUTSIDE CALIFORNIA” RECORDS

DIVER

L.BS

Oz. SPECIES

LOCATION

Kent Hill* 83 0 Wahoo Little Queen,

Ceralvo Island, Mexico
Peter Marley* 69 1 Amberjack Ceralvo Island, Mexico
Fil Labastida 50 0  Gulf Grouper La Paz, Mexico
John Iwanic* 61 Giant Trevally Ikei Island Fuel Pier, Okinawa

*All time record

[ 4

CLUB SCALE & LOCATION POLICY

The scale is currently being kept at the club Recorder’s resi-

dence...

Phil Labastida’s address is
24119 Ravenna Avenue
Carson, CA 90745

Ph# (310) 518-5548

Be advised that it is club policy not to loan the scale out

position by asking.

|
|
(Period). Please do not put any Board members in an awkward |
|
|

| For Sale

CLASSIFIEDS

I Riffe reel, filled with 350 Ib. test dacron
| New condition, used less than S times
| Mounting hardware and instructions. $85
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SEPTEMBER Fathomiers Competitive Results {

Al Schuck

Place Diver L Weigh ! Percent

Paul Romanowski 16.83 Memorial Trophy
2 Carlos Serret 15.82 94.00
Diver Points
Richard Balta 1
3 Thom Fogerty 14.24 84.61 [[Fodd Bergenbring 1
4 Richard Balta 13.50 80.21  [Carlos Serret 1
|

* Denotes non-member

In September our Fathomiers descended 1000 steps (well, actually 275) in Laguna
Beach. Carlos managed to apprehend a 12.9 Ib flatty to claim the Al Schuck point.
Richard still has Paul edged out in the overall standings.

Steve Redding Art

TTTTTTTRTTFTTFTFRRFFTRFTE
¥ CALIFORNIA GAMEFISH AWARD ol
1& Steve Redding Trophy: .??;
1& _ White Seabass  Yellowtail :  Halibut , Calico Bass %
* Todd Bergenbring 761bs 9.60z 311lbs 80z %
1&- Scott deFirmian 61lbs 120z | 39 Ibs 30z —Ye
,?E Al Schneppershoff 561bs 60z %
Nelson Dooley 531bs 40z

% Skip Hellen 52lbs 60z 38Ibs 12 0z %
% Richard Balta 50lbs 60z %
% Paul Romanowski 50lbs %
7" Jim Matsukas 50 lbs 8oz %
1& Marcos Pinho 531bs 7;-
% The Steve Redding Trophy is a lifetime trophy awarded to honor the memory of Steve Redding. The fish chosen are all gamefish which can %

be caught off the beach. It was thought that the eligible fish should be readily dccessible off the beach or by kayak becausc Steve was pri-

marily a beach diver. The qualifying fish are as follows:
‘7& Each diver must get, while an active member or tentative, onc cach of the following: Yellowtail (at least 35 Ibs.), White Seabass (at least '?k
* 501bs.), and either a Calico Bass (at lcast 101bs.) or Halibut (at lcast 251bs.) %
1l e e e e oy ol ol e el e e ol ol ol ol ol o o S
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2000 Competitive Standings

October 2000

Place Diver Aug Sept Current Score
1Richard Balta 100.00 2591  100.00 89.50 95.7 36.12] 80.21 727.47
2{Paul Romanowski 22.46 9542 100.00 4921 100.00[ _ 100.00 92.74 4591 100 705.74
JFil Labasfida 60.21 73.50 22.08 41.20 4475 28.41 76.89 347.04
4Eddie Ota 06.38 43.5j 6.70 85.01 27.2 258.90
5Thom Fogarty 37.38 50.05 0.0 0.00 58.33 84.61 230.37
6{Stathis Kostopoulos 32.40 0.00 16.34] 0.00 18.62f 54.19 121.55|
7[Carlos Serret 0.00 000 1512 0.00 0.00 0.0 874 94 117.86)

Todd Bergenbring 100 100.00|

Dave Galich* 18.7 38.27] 40.2 97.30
10[Skip Hellen 92.66 92.66
11lim Matsukas 72.31 72.31
12{Jose Shaur 0.00 0.00 14.04 55.81 69.85
13Erez Abayov 0000  69.52 0.00 0.00) 0.00 69.52|
14Ed Glass 63.81 63.81
15Tim Driskeoll* 53.83 53,83]
16[Rene Rojas 40.56 40.56]
1%Emie Schulz 29.81 0.00 29.81
18{Bob Dawson 0.00 22.14 0.00 0.00 22,14
19Tim Gilroy* 0.00f  11.23 0.00 0.00 11.23]
ZOll.fouis Rosales 9.01 9.01
21iDoug Vanmullen 0.00 0.00 6.45 0.00 6.45|

*Tenative Club Mem-

ber







