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Patience Pays Off

By the last day of the trip at So-
corro Island, the wind was fi-
nally starting to let up and the
sun was starting to sink its
warm rays into my back as |
rested at the surface, preparing
to make my next dive into the
seemingly endless depths be-
low. For most of the week, the
wind had been blowing fifteen
to twenty knots with occasional
gusts over twenty-five knots
with patchy low clouds. Back at
San Benedicto Island, where
we made our first stop, the wind

was the strongest and volcanic
ash left over from an eruption in
1954 was settling all over the
boat leaving a gritty film on all
of our gear left topside. Occa-
sionally you could feel it in your
eyes too.

Our first stop was San Bene-
dicto Island, a small island cov-
ering about 4 square miles lo-
cated 187 miles from the tip of
Baja. The first diving of the trip
began in the aftemoon after a

(Continued on page 4)

THE COMPLETE GOGGLER

I don't know how many (if any) of
you are interested in the history of
our sport. For those of you that are,
I can recommend the books of the
Austrian freediving pioneer, Hans
Haas. English translations of his
books are available on Amazon.
com under the zshops (rare and
used books). They run anywhere
from $ 10 to $ 45. They are all
hardbound books from the 40's,
50's and 1960's (yes, they were
written at times when there still
plenty of big fish in the ocean).
Hass got started freediving while
vacationing in South France
(curiously, he was introduced to the
sport by an American, Guy Gilpa-

trick, who wrote one of the first
works on freediving, "The Com-
plete Goggler") as a teenager. That
was in 1937! He got hooked on
spearfishing with such passion, he
organized trips first to the south
coast of Yugoslavia, and then to
the islands of Curacao and Bonaire
before he was even 20 years old.
The stories that came out of these
trips are about as incredible as any-
thing I have ever read.

Hass and his teenage friends, hav-
ing really no idea of equalizing
(except that they felt "less pain”
with nose clamps) or any other div-
ing skills, hunted for large game

{Continued on page 5)
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THE FATHOMIERS NEWSLETTER IS THE
OFFICIAL. MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE
LOS ANGELES FATHOMIERS

The Fathomiers is a Southern California club dedicated
to Freediving and Competitive Spearfishing,
Membership is open to the public. To become an Active member, you

must fulfill obllgations and conditions. You can also become an Associate
Member for 520. Contact the Fathomlers for further information.

CONTACT NUMBERS
PRESIDENT Carlos Serret 310-375-6578
VICE PRESIDENT  Marcos Pinho 310-373-4565
SECRETARY Stathis Kostopoulos  626-286-8645
TREASURER Eddie Ota 310-295-1809
Email: livealittle@earthlink.net
RECORDER Fil Labastida 310-518-5548
Email: fillab@earthlink.net
CONSERVATION  Gary Thompson 310-645.1212
NEWSLETTER Gary Thompson 310-645.1212
Fax: 310-641-4323
Tyler Dubberly 310-335.0136
Email: dubberly@ispwest.com

Editor's address; Tyler Dubberly
119 Loma Vista Street #1
El Segundo, CA 90245

The editar reserves the right to make spelling and grammatical corrections to submissions,
mlnwymwﬁwseaiomforpnpusuofcluitymﬂmspmeomidaaﬁm.mm
and meaning of submissions shall be maintained as closcly as possible. Anyone who has
submitted an article may request a preview of their article as it will sppear in the
publiwionAlﬂmﬁmeﬂ:embmimmmu&dwzgaonﬁduhwalofﬂwmicle.
The editar and the chub officers will determine which submissions to inchude and which to
exclude. While reasonable effort is expended to ensure accurscy af the infarmation in this
newsletter, we do not guarantee it. The editar, and the Fathomiers and it’s officers, shall
not be held lisble for errors in this newsletter. The Fathomiers do not accept paid
advertisements.

Submissions are nceded Articles or information may be mailed, emailed or
communicated aver the phone. Anticles and photos may be dropped off at Team Sports for
the newaletic. Photographs submitted will be returned to the owner afies publication.
Please take the initiative to contact me ar 10 send me materials. If you have information
for the newsletier, do not depend on “word of mouth”™ to get it to me.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

CLUB ARCHIVES

- We are in the process of updating the club archives. In
particular we are looking for the names of the

Scramble meet winners for

: 1978, 1979, and 1982
Please notify the editor if you have this info — Thanks!

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MAGNETIC ATTRACTION

I have heard that using a fish/tape works fine and I have used

them pulling wires for years but I have not used a fish tape for a
float line. I have tried both compressed air, vaccum and mag-
nets. My favorite? The Magnet is the ticket.

1 have a VERY strong magnet I got from Edmund Scientific a
decade ago. it is only about 5/8" around and maybe 3/8" tall
and if I put it on a smooth, flat piece of metal it is almost im-
possible to pull it off?

I take a darning reedle (it has a rounded, not sharp, point) and
attach a strong but tiny upholstery thread to it as a ‘messenger'
line. Lay out the tubing as straight and flat as you can get it (lay
it out in the yard with weights at both ends) and slide the mag-
netalong the outside after putting the needle inside. The thread
spool can be placed on a rod to allow it 1o turn easily or, if you
are alone, just pull enough off the spool and flake it down near
the tube.

Takes just a couple of minutes to slowly walk along the tube. I
then attach the tiny thread to the dacron or spectra or whatever
and pull it through easily.

Tony M came by last week to ask me to help him pull a dacron
line thru a new float line. He had tried the vaccum and failed.
he was AMAZED how easy and fast the magnet is.

The trick is NOT to use a cheap refrigerator magnet and make
sure that the needle you use is large and has no sharp point!
These needles canbe found at any fabric store, the bigger the
better since it has more iron for attraction with the magnet. A
small but really strong magnet will cost you about 5 to 10 dol-
lars. Edmund no longer has the exactone I had but stronger
ones are available like this one:

0.75" Dia. Neodymium Iron Boron Disc Magnet

Stock Number: CR35-106

$9.95

This little sucker is only 3/4" in diameter but has 11 POUNDS
of lift! They have lots of others too. Their website is
http://www.edmundscientific.com/scientifics/scientifics.cfm if
anyone is interested.

Douglas Peterson

Longfins

Ft Lauderdale FL

Maps Needed!

There are many different dive spots which can be nominated
for a club dive, but many of the members will be unfamiliar
with the location and or the layout of the area (reefs structure
etc.) As a service to the other members, it is requested that
anyone that nominates a spot for a monthly dive, provide a
rough map of the reefs and structure as well as brief
instructions on getting to the spot. It is understood that you
may have your “secret holes” at a particular location and
nobody expects you to give those away!
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Secretary’s Report

January Club Meeting Minutes

Meeting was called to order at 7:45 pm by president Garlos
Serret.

Old business:

Volunteers for the Banquet (Febr.10) were identified: Tim and
Dave will assist with the clean-up at the Elk’s Lodge.

Carlos expressed an interest to improve the quality of the after-
dive snacks at our monthly dives. Hence, an increase in the
snacks/drinks budget was agreed upon.

Also, Carlos brought up the idea of having a species meet
where divers target only one species of fish.

The location and dates of the 2001 club dives was set

New Business:

Procedures for contacting prize donors and sponsors of the
Scramble Meet were discussed. It became apparent that some
vendors like Sport Chalet, would be interested in either donat-
ing products or sponsoring the Meet altogether. However the
club needs to contact them several months ahead of the Meet.
It was decided that the February meeting should be dropped
since the Banquet serves in lieu of a formal club meeting.

The January meeting was designed as a “Gear Night”, where
members bring in new or favorite types of gear. In the future,
manufacturers will be invited to present their products on
Gear Night.

Bob Sellers demonstrated a magnificent tuna gun he himself
built with teak. Mori presented the memory-less “mean green”
rubber bands. John Modugno presented the “freedom float™ a
safety device that is designed to help a diver float to the sur-
face in case of a black out or other extreme conditions. Paul
Romanowski who test-dove the product relayed his experience
with it.

Rich Stillinger presented several guns, fins and masks.

The Meeting was closed at 10:00 pm.

REDNING /7 SPEARASHING ON TIE €T

http://www.freediver.net/freedivelist — JUST UPDBATED!
hitp://www.geocities.com/Pipeline/Halfpipe/9582/index.html —
COSL STUTT FRGM THE AUSSIES!
http://hawaiiskindiver.com/index.html

CLUB DUES
Its that time aqain.

Members - $30

Associates — $20

Payable to: The Fathomiers
c/o Eddie Ota
3868 So. Bronson Ave #5
Los Angeles, CA 90008
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S The date has been set!

w Mark those calendars for

v Saturday, February 10, 2001
o Spm till they kick us out

w At the Redondo Beach Elks Club

% near the corner of Torrance Blvd and Catalina.
+ If you are a prospective, this is a great opportu-

¥ nity to provide service to the club. Please contact
- . one of the club officers to make arrangements.

" Remember, this is a potluck so

v DONT BE A MOOCH!

\u Thanks to these people who have already signed

v up to bring the following dishes:

W Rene Rojas -
v Paul Romanowski — Civeche

Y Scott Golden — Turkey

¥ Joe Kalohi — Crab Dip and Crackers

¥ 3ohn Milton — Chicken Enchiladas
W Stathis Kostopolis — Dessert

\!' Al Labastida - Chicken Dish

v Jim Losey — Cocktail Shrimp

J Bob Sellers — Green Bean Casserole

 Louis Rosales - Leg of Lamb

\., Rich Stiltinger — Calamari
Rlchamaalta - Humus

. " Clint Koberstein — - Turkey

¥  Erez Abayov - Chicken & Potatos
 Daniel Carlberg — Ham

"' Jim Matsukas = KFC

Vs Marcos Pinho - Seafood Salad

v Eddie Ota - Chinese Chicken Salad

W Scott deFirmian - Cake

w Ed Glass - Cookies

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
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Patience Pays Off (con't from page 1)

twenty two hour boat ride from the tip of Baja
California, Mexico. | hadn't been in the water
5 minutes when looking to my right, at the
edge of the seventy foot visibility, | saw a yel-
lowfin tuna of at least 200 pounds make his
gratuitous pass then disappear at the edge of
the visibility. "Wow, a two hundred pounder
in the first five minutes of the trip! This is go-
ing to be a turkey shoot,” | thought to myself.
Not another fish was seen that day.

The following day, | shot a small wahoo and
got a rush from swimming alongside a giant
manta ray. Humpback whales were seen in
the area and the musical sound of their
songs could be heard underwater, loud and
clear. The fishing, however, remained very
slow. The four rod and reel guys on the trip
were the only ones catching many fish and
even those were mostly small jacks and reef
fish.

On the third day, we moved to Socorro Island
to fulfill our requirement to check in with the
small naval garrison there. That afternoon
was spent freediving along the near shore
reefs observing the variety of near shore fish
and lobsters and taking in some of the beau-
tiful and varied terrain that these remote is-

" lands offer. After completing our check in

with the navy, it was back to the bluewater to
hunt the so far elusive pelagics.

Three more days of diving passed with no
sightings of giant tuna. Occasionally smaller
tuna were seen but certainly none of the gi-
ants that we were searching for. By the mom-
ing of the last day of the trip, the fourteen
freedivers had accumulated eight wahoo and
only one fifty-five pound tuna. The four rod
and reel guys had taken at least one half
dozen wahoo, many reef species and a few
dozen jacks. As the last day wore on, the rod
and reel guys finally started hooking up with
tuna in the 20 to 135 pound range.

With only three hours left before we pack up
our gear for the 25-hour run back to Cabo, |
am resting at the surface with the warmth of
the sun soaking into my back. I'm thinking
this really has been a great trip after all. | got
to see a giant tuna, swim with mantas and
humpback whales. | shot my first wahoo and
met many really great guys.

With three hours left, the hunt for tuna was
far from over. As | was finishing another rota-
tion of my visual scan from left to right, one
of a million that week, four large, yes, very
large tuna began to fill my field of view. A
quick glance to my left revealed additional
giants coming into view. As if by reflex, | took
a quick draw of air from my snorkel, piked
over and headed straight at them.

The first three tuna had already slipped past
so | aimed my speargun at the fourth in line.
As | closed the gap between the fish and my-
self, | noticed the tuna's eye looking at me
and then back to the forward fish in the
group. It was obvious that the tuna was very
uncomfortable with me closing in on him as
he sped out of range so | dropped my aim
back to the next fish in line and fired. The
fish exploded for a run to the depths below.
Not knowing how well the shot was placed, |
started praying the shaft wouldn't tear out. |
hit the surface and let out a whooping "tuna”
yell then quickly got control of the float line
so as not to become tangled in it. The panga
was there instantly just as my float made it to
me. | handed my float to the panga driver
and started pulling in the float line.

Surprisingly, the fight was almost nonexist-
ent. Very shortly, up came the fish lying on
its side with little sign of fight. My dive part-
ner Joe Tobin, dove and made a second
shot, ensuring that the fish would not be lost.
Within minutes, the tuna was in the panga.
There was a small flurry of tail flapping but
that was quickly squelched by Joe with a
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Patience Pays OFf (con’t from page 4)

quick knife slash to the fish's brain.

Returning victorious to the Capitan Villegas,
we anxiously hoisted the fish up on the scale.
As the fish settled at 165 pounds, a loud cheer
erupted from those at hand. When cutting up
the fish later, | found that the shot had just
grazed the spine but had caused enough
damage to take most of the fight out of the
fish. My prayer was answered. It was a good
shot and it held. -

Reprint from Hawaii Skin Diver Magazine by Clay
Reed

THE COMPLETE GOGGLER (con’t from page 1)

fish (and some non-game fish like sharks and huge
moray eels - you have to read the story about the 3
hour fight with a 7-foot moray eel!) with only
swimming goggles (fashioned after the Japanese
model), basic fins (like Churchill fins) and 10-foot
pole spears. Thus, they were using almost exactly
the same equipment as the "fathers” of the Bottom
Scratchers were using in San Diego at around the
same time. Later in life, Hans Hass became a re-
nowned shark expert and diving expedition leader.
He took the first underwater photographs of whale
sharks and manta rays, and also countless pictures/
films of aggressive sharks in the most amazing
situations (once while oceanic whitetips were feed-
ing on a harpooned sperm whale) - always without
a cage and many times while freediving (in one
case, he kept filming right through the attack of a
14-foot tiger shark). He is also the guy that gets
credit for figuring out that screaming underwater
will scare off certain sharks (doesn't work with
great whites, as he found out the hard way).
Unlike his world famous contemporary Jacques
Cousteau (really more known for his scuba ex-

ploits), Hans Haas received fairly little recognition
for his underwater exploits in the US. (That may be
because Austria was aligned with Germany (albeit
not by choice) whereas France was an ally of the
US during WW II). In any event, his books (in par-
ticular the few English ones) are now long out of
print and the man is largely forgotten in the US.

I promise you, when you read Hass's books, you
will start wondering how on Earth we could have
missed this guy. Like the stories of Jack Prodano-
vich, Wally Potts and the other US freediving pio-
neers from those days, Hass's stories are full of en-
thusiasm and unbridled energy and, most of all,
take you back to a time when diving was still an
adventure rather than a sport. Some of the stuff he
did will make you cringe (e.g., trying to spear a
bluefin tuna of several hundred pounds with his
pole spear), but most will just make you envious
(e.g., being the first person to ever freedive and
spearfish in the West Indies).

Robert Hess
Glendale CA

Feb-01
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FATHOMIERS 2000 “IN CALIFORNIA RECORDS

DIVER 1.hs Oy SPECTES 1LOCATION

| Richard Balta 8 Lobster Laguna Beach

FATHOMIERS 20012 COMPETITIVE STANDINGS

= =

Place Diver Jan. Score % | Current Score
] Richard Balta 8.813 100.00 100.00
> | Fil Labastida 8.688 98.58 98.58
3 | Paul Romanowski 7.00 7943 - 79.43
4 | Clint Koberstein 6.813 7131 77.31
5 | Eddie Ota 6.125 69.50 69.50
6 | Frez Abayov 2.438 27.66 27.66
7 Carlos Serret 0 0 0
8 | Skip Hellen 0 0 0
9 | Dave Galich 0 0 0
10 | Marcos Pinho 0 0 0
11 | Shane Talbot * 0 0 0
12 | David Moh * 0 0 0

=T —=
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