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The Perfect Shot - by Terry maas

It's spring; I'm 20 feet under the kelp
canopy n green, 20-foot visibility
when | hear the unmistakable staccato
of white seabass croaking. Hyper-alert
now, my heart racing in anticipation, |
freeze and scan the small bubble of
visibiity surrounding me. Inching for-
ward, | angle toward a small, cathedral-
hke cleanng where shafts of hght fhicker
nto the green water room where white
seabass (WSB) like to gather.
Suddenly, something shimmering
catches my eye at the edge of visibil-
ity. "Slow down, be quet," | tell myself
as | ghde forward. I'm not sure what I'm
seeing but the ghost-lke iusion keeps
pace. Out of air, | begin to ascend.
One last glance confirms my hope as a

fhcker from a yellowish WSB tail disap-
pears into the gloom.

Knowing that | cannot dive straight
back into the kelp room, | slowly and
silently backtrack on the surface so
that I'm agan in position to re-enter
the cleanng, camouflaged behind the
heavy kelp. | tip over quietly making
sure that my fins don't splash. | open
my mouth flooding my snorkel so that
no bubbles escape. Returning to the
cathedral, | angle toward the spot
where the tail disappeared. This time
the unmistakable shapes of two whites
appear. They swim faster as they
sense me approaching. For a few sec-
(Continued on page 4)

FROM THE PREZ - MARCH MEETING EVENTS

To all my fellow divers, you don't want to
miss our March 12 club meeting, for we
are going to have two presentations, and
also two dive flicks. First, Larry Carter is
going to give us the details on his upcom-
ing spearfishing adventure to the Marshall
Islands, and how we can also go for a lot
less than you think, and get a very good
chance to stick some very big fish.

After Larry, Brandon from the Santa
Monica baykeepers is going to give a pres-
entation on the work they do, such as kelp

restoration, for the benefit of our underwa-
ter world, and how we can help.

After the baykeepers presentation Larry is
going to show a video on spearfishing that
very few people have seen, We will then
finish the evening with a replay of the
spearfishing video that was played at our
Banquet which is worth seeing again. We
will also somewhere between all this, vote
on tenative members that have met the
requirements for membership to our club.
Carlos

CAN’T WAIT TO HEAR THIS FISH STORY!

According to Reid Quinlan in New Zealand, Rene Rojas was out there with Joe Tobin
and sacked a 901Ib 'tail (Kingfish)! The beast was taken at Whakatane on February 27th ,

2001.
More details to come...
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THE FATHOMIERS NEWSLETTER IS THE
OFFICIAL MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE
L.OS ANGELES FATHOMIERS

The Fathomiers is a Southern California club dedicated
to Freediving and Competitive Spearfishing.

Membership is open to the public. To become an Active member, you
must fulfill obligations and conditions. You can also become an
Associate Member for $20. Contact the Fathomiers for further
information.

CONTACT NUMBERS

PRESIDENT Carlos Serret 310-375-6578

VICE PRESIDENT  Marcos Pinho 310-373-4565

SECRETARY Stathis Kostopoulos  626-286-8645

TREASURER Eddie Ota 310-295-1809
Email: livealittle@earthlink.net

RECORDER Fil Labastida 310-518-5548
Email: fillab@earthlink.net

CONSERVATION  Gary Thompson 310-645.1212

NEWSLETTER Gary Thompson 310-645.1212

Fax: 310-641-4323

Tyler Dubberly 310-335.0136

Email: dubberly@ispwest.com

Editor’s address: Tyler Dubberly
119 Loma Vista Street #1
El Segundo, CA 90245

The editor reserves the right to make spelling and grammatical corrections to
submissions, and may rewrite sections for purposes of clarity and/or space
considerations. The intent and meaning of submissions shall be maintained as closely as
possible. Anyone who has submitted an article may request a preview of their article as
it will appear in the publication. At that time the submitter may request changes or
withdrawal of the article. The editor and the club officers will determine which
:ubmissions to include and which to exciude. While ble effort is expended to
esure accuracy of the information in this newsletter, we do not guarantee it. The editor,
and the Fathomiers and it’s officers, shall not be held liable for errors in this newsletter.
The Fathomiers do not accept paid advertisements.

Submissions are needed. Articles or infonmation may be mailed, emailed, or
communicated over the phone. Articles and photos may be dropped off at Team Sports
for the newsletier. Photographs submitted will be retummed to the owner afier
publication. Please take the initialive o contact me or to send me materials. If you have
information for the newsletter, do not depend on “word of mouth™ to get it to me.

CLUB ROSTER

. Attached is the most current club roster. Note that it has

: been reformatted because it is now an MS Excel file rather
: than a MS Word file. This will make updating the mailing :
- list much easier because labels will now be read from one

+ file. If you would like an electronic copy of the file, just

: let me know. :
. Any comments to improve the new roster would be greatly -
- appreciated (size, font, info, etc...) :
: Thanks — da editor

.

BLACK MARLIN WITH NO FLOAT

My son Scott, Greg Pickering & I were diving in about 25 me-
tres of water. Greg had already shot a nice jewie. Scott dived
and shot another jewie from a cave at the bottom. He reached
the top and started to pull the jewie up from the bottom. | saw a
flash of colour out of the comer of my eye, and a large fish dis-
playing very aggressive motion raced in beneath Scott. Initially
I thought it was a large shark due to its depth, but then realized it
was a marlin. It buzzed Greg from behind and then swooped in
my direction. ] dove by instinct and fired, the fish stopped for
moment, and then came back to life. The spear hit the fish about
300mm (1 foot) behind the gill plate and slightly above the lai-
eral line. 1 could see the spear (my 9.5mm one flopper spear)
had gone 600mm out the far side of the fish. The fish now took
off in a tight arc and headed straight for me. I did not like the
feeling of being in front of the marlins bill. Thankfully it veered
away, and started to tow me seaward. Both Greg & Scott swam
flat out trying to keep up. The fish towed me about 500 metres
out to sea, describing a series of big circles. The spear held firm
and about 20 minutes after shooting it | managed to pull the
marlin up to the surface and grabbed it by the gills. It gave sev-
eral shakes and was dead. It was a very funny feeling grabbing a
fish this size. It measured 3.2 metres long,and weighed in at
110kg. The tail was 900 mm high (2°-9*). it was a new record
for black marlin in Western Australia, as none have been shot
here before. Afier weighing the fish someone from the musecum
came around to confirm its identity.

The fish was shot with one of my custom wooden stock spear
guns, having a single 20mm rubber, 9.5mm x 1.8m long spear,
with a single flopper. The gun was set up for shooting reef fish
and smaller pelagics such as Spanish mackeral, and was fitted
with a reel containing 50 metres of 3 mm diameter nylon cord.
Since the gun did not have a float it was necessary to make an
accurate kill shot if possible when the fish came within range.
You can bet | still have a smile on my face! Later I filleted the
whole fish (what a job) and managed to give it to a lot of friends,
I only ended up with about 1.5 kg for myself. I've been diving
for 42 years and this was the first marlin that | had seen in the
water. What do I do to top this?"

- Barry Paxman

Item sent in by Raymond Hill, PERTH, Western Australia

Maps Needed!

There are many different dive spots which can be nominated
for a club dive, but many of the members will be unfamiliar with
the location and or the layout of the area (reefs structure etc.)

As a service to the other members, it is requested that anyone
that nominates a spot for a monthly dive, provide a rough map of
the reefs and structure as well as brief instructions on getting to
the spot. It is understood that you may have your “secret holes”
at a particular location and nobody expects you to give those
away!
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Secretary’s Report

There was no meeting for the month of February

2001 US Freediving
Spearfishing Nationals

Location: Anclote River at Historic Tarpon Springs,
Florida (10 miles north of Clearwater, Florida). This
area has been chosen because of it's ideal diving
conditions, excellent accomodations, and many
tourist attractions. This is the same site as the
1974 National championships. Every effort will be
made to treat this tournament in @ manner that re-
flects the dignity, honor, and respect that our sport
deserves.

Competition: Tournament will be a one day, six
hour tournament with 45 minute travel time both
before and after the end of the tournament.

Schedule of events:

Monday, July 16, 2001 - National meeting and
competitiors meeting (Pappas Restaurant, Tarpon
Springs at the corner of ALT 19 and Dodecanese
Blvd. at the Sponge Docks, Second Floor).

Thursday July 19th - Championships
Friday July 20, 2001

4:30 pm - Event Banquet at Pappas Restau-
rant, Tarpon Springs.

Event Headquarters: Port Tarpon Marina on the
north bank of Anclote River in Tarpon Springs.

CLUB DUES
Its that time aqain.

| Members — $30

| Associates — $20

‘ Payable to: The Fathomiers
‘ c¢/o Eddie Ota

3868 So. Bronson Ave #5
Los Angeles, CA 90008

Dues must be submitted by no
later than March 30, 2001 to re-
main on the newsletter mailing
list.

DUMAS MUSEUM BRCHIVE

There are a few photos in this newsletter from the
Dumas Museum in southern France in a Vintage
Diving Album. An online archive has been
started on PhotoPoint:

http://albums.photopoint.com/j/AlbumIndex?
u=1164854&a=11635565&f=0

This museum of old spearfishing and diving equip-
ment has been written about in International
Freediving and Spearfishing News a few issues
ago. It's not very big, but has some amazing things.

Entry Deadline: June 30,2001

Hosted By Florida Skin Divers Association
(FSDA)

Port Tarpon Marina Tarpon Springs,Florida
Contact: David Shelton, Competition Chair-
man '

727-847-5360

727-847-5479

NOTE THESE FEATURES!

Gun Length, 10%; Inches.

Spear Longth, 35 inches.
Powered with Surgical Tubing.
Equipped with Safety.

Gross Welght, 1% Pounds.
Rubber Contalner for Nylon Line.
Adjustable Power.

Maximum 30 Feet Underwator.

GUN DESIGNED FOR THE BEGINNER & EXPERT
AMERICAN DIVING SUPPLIES

.
°
°
L ]
®
14
°
°
A

4135 Wert 182nd Sireet Torrance, California
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- The Perfect Shot (con'tfrom page 1)

onds, | close the gap, enough to see that one fish 1s
huge-maybe 60 pounds.

My painful ears tell me it's now 40 feet, yet | still need
to be several feet closer for a good shot. Slowly, |
bring up my hand to clear my ears and | hear the small-
est of squeaks-s0 did the whites. My two fish bolted

* with twin booms as therr tails cavitated the water fol-
lowed by 20 more booms. Damn! | spooked a whole
school. I'll be lucky to find another fish in this kelp for-

5 ~ est today. | missed another chance to at the most

sought after game fish in Califorma.

| have hunted WSB for years with a spear. This fish 15
50 shy that freedivers normally take ther shot when the

' fish comes within range. One day | came vpon a 20-Ib

fish cruising the blue-water edqge of the kelp forest. In-
stead of spearing it as soon as it came within range, |
decded to see just how close | could approach this
fish. Closer and closer | came until | was within € feet.
Just as | thought I'd seen the best sight of my career,
~ a pacihic yellowtail came streaking in from the blue and
* butted the WSB on its side sending it scurrying. How |
wished I'd had a camera!

- While spearfishers have a tough time approaching within
15 feet of these animals, the photographer's challenge
15 even more difficult. Because whites ke green water
© under the kelp canopy, generally under overcast skies,
—you need to sneak very close to capture these fish on
film,

" Tre best time to photograph WSB 15 when they are
preoccupied with food or sex. They hunt schools of
mackerel or sardines streaming between kelp stringers.
You can be sure whites are near if these bait fish bear

- scars from recent WSB hunting forays. When the bait
fish form into tight balls, you can expect whites to be
 lurking at the edges waiting for a chance to rush the

i school,

Shaped long and slender, white seabass are like chame-
. leons, adopting different color schemes to match thewr
environment and their mood. Outside the kelp forest,
they become silver sporting gorgeous, ndescent-
purple strpes across the length of their backs. Breed-
- ing females display large dark vertical zebra-like bands.
if you are very lucky, you might find a courting band of
WSB, usually several 20- to 30-pound light colored

¢ male escorts rubbing and slapping therr sides agamnst a
40-pound or larger, single strped female. When WSB
hunt schools of mackerel or sardines, patroling and
herding the balled vp bait fish, they wear a light yellow

tint, their tails somewhat darker brown.

White seabass stir passion among anglers and divers
alike-a fish revered for ther majesty, mystery and ex-
cellent taste. Fish weighing 25 to 40 pounds are com-
monly taken from Southern Calforma and Northern
Baja. A freedwver may spend years stalking through kelp
forests before encountenng his first WSB. This fish 15
spooky! Sensing divers with keen sight and hearing,
WSB often scoot before appearing in the hunter's wis-
val range.

in the spring, WSB gather in the kelp forests to mate
after having gorged themselves all winter offshore on
squid. Once they settle into a favornite kelp forest,
they remain near it throughout the summer-a fact that
made them vulnerable to commercial gill nets. Before
Califorma passed its ban on this practice several years
ago, 1t was not uncommon for a gill net, laid across a
kelp forest, to capture and suffocate entire schools as
they swam into the nvisible wall of death at mght.

In the fall, WSB begin to congregate nto large migrat-
ing schools offering a rare treat for divers off the
northern Channel Islands. In the 503, they collected n
such vast numbers that pilots directed net boats to
kelp forests turned yellow with thewr massing bodies.

In the 20s, WSB were most abundant off the beaches
of Monterey Bay. Fish and Game Department photos
from that penod show hundreds of fish packed on rail-
road flat cars on their way to markets. With the col-
lapse of the sardine population in Northern Califormia,
WSB became more prevalent in the south. The species
nearly collapsed here in the south during the early 905
until two important events occurred. First, anglers and
dwers along with research centers supported aquarium
breeding and grow-out facilities for immature WSB, for
re-ntroduction into Southern Califorma waters. Sec-
ond, gill nets were banned from the kelp forests. Hap-
pily, we can now report that divers sight more fish
each year in the south and there 15 evidence that they
are also returning to Monterey Bay.

WSB communicate not only by changing their color but
also by making sounds. Therr distinctive KRaaaaK....AH,
KRaaaaK...AH, signals divers that they are near. How-
ever, it's nearly impossible to pimpoint the direction of
therr calls. Sometimes a school n 100 feet of water
will drive hunters to distraction with their loud taunts.

One of the best locations for WSB 15 the up-current
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The Perfect Shot (con't from page 4)

end of a kelp bed or reef, where they can be found
swimning into the current or patroling the bluewater
edge of the underlying reef. When the current changes
and the kelp nses to the surface, you'll find them swim-
ming through the kelp bed toward the new up-current
end. Another favorite location 1s a bluewater opening
into the kelp forest overlying a sand channel.

White seabass are difficult to approach. Successtul
tracking requires stealth, keen observation and a few
tricks. Swim very slowly, or just dnift and wait for them
to swim by. Be absolutely silent-no loud ear clearing,
and don't let your fins it each other or brush the kelp.
Learn to mmic a WSB croak by grunting deep m your
throat.

"When you follow a white seabass, keep in mind their lat-
eral hne 13 very sensitive," world-record holder Skip Hel-
len says. "Try to track parallel to them, or fall in behind
them, but do not approach them at a nght angle." Suc-
cessful tracking requires stealth, keen observation and a
few tricks. There are two opportunities to close the gap.
Ore occurs when the fish passes behind a large kelp
stalk. Just as its eyes disappear, increase your pace or
cross behind the other side of the kelp stringer and cut
the fish off. The other trick agan relies on the fish's head
and eye position as it swims. Time a gentle increase n
speed st as it rolls its head and eyes away. (f the fish

FATHOMIER'S ANNUAL
AWHRDS BENQUET

Congratulations
to just a few of the winners!!!

Richard Balta - 1st Place in 2000 Competitive
Standings (999 pts)

Kent Hill — Largest Out of State Fish
83lb Wahoo

Marcos Pinho — Largest Fish In State
53lb White Sea Bass

Paul Romanowski — Largest Lobster (10Ib 40z2)

Todd Bergenbring - Largest Halibut (31lb 8oz)

Rene Rojas - Largest Yellowtail (42Ib)

gwves no opportunity to close the gap, try stopping
dead still in the water or making a croaking sound deep
n your throat.

It takes experience to judge when a fish will bolt. Watch
its tail; one gentle flick 15 not a problem, but a second
one 15 generally followed by the fish's disappearance.
Other indicators of a pending bolt are a flar of its dor-
sal fin or a double twitch of the muscles along its lateral
ne-as f it were “setting its spring.”

White seabass numbers are not threatened by freedi-
vers. While we have seen gill-netters wipe out whole
schools of fish and it 15 not uncommon for line fishermen
to take many indwidvals from a single school feeding on
squid, bluewater hunters are happy to take one or two
fish from a school for dinner.

To this day, one of my all-time dwing thrills 15 to stealth-
ily mingle with a school of white seabass inching ever
closer for that perfect shot.

(reprinted with permission from Hawanan Skinctiver Maga-
aine)

NO FLOAT (cont’ from pg 2)

e

Picture credited to Greg and Anthea
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FATHOMIERS 2000 “IN-CALIFORNIA” RECORDS

DIVER Lbs Oz SPECIES LOCATION
Stathis Kostopoulos 25 5 Halibut N. Laguna Beach
" |Richard Balta 10 8 Lobster Laguna Beach

S

FATHOMIERS 2000 “OUTSIDE CALIFORNIA" RECORDS

SEND IN THOSE RECORDS

T FATEHOMIERS 2001 COMPETITIVE STANDINGS

ek — 0 7777 Club dive Scores B - - "!t"*“«
Place Diver Jan. Score % Feb. Score % Current Score
] Paul Romanowski 7.00 79.43 8.25 100.00 179.43
2 Richard Balta 8.813 100.00 100.00
3 Fil Labastida 8.688 98.58 0 0 ’ 98.58
4 Clint Koberstein 6.813 77.31 77.31
5 Eddie Ota 6.125 69.50 69.50
6 | Thom Fogerty 4.31 52.28 52.28
7 Erez Abayov 2.438 27.66 27.66
8 Carlos Serret 0 0 0 0 0
9 | Skip Hellen 0 0 0
10 | Dave Galich 0 0 0 0 0
11 | Marcos Pinho 0 0 0
12 | Shane Talbot * 0 0 0 0 0
13 | David Moh * 0 0 0
14 | Tim Driskeoll * 0 0 0 _ ‘
<o e[ Tentative — T T R
_______________________ - s % % %e %0 %0 %0 %0 ‘,'-.';70.70{‘]7- oTOo'"io‘_ﬁof'fnf'
CLASSIFIEDS | *°  TARGETPRACTICECAMP  *
: * ° Ernie Schultz and Fil Labastiuda are talk- *.°
FOR SALE I * ° ing about setting up a target practice °°
Esclapez Equipment | * © camp. They are planning on having it ¢
120 cm Gun w/ 1/4 inch shaft — $110 obo : * * maybe next month if weather permits. We ¢ *
Green Fins size 44-46 (10.5-11.5) - $85 obo I « * will do it in the ocean somewhere inthe & *
Contact: Dean Maurry at (310) 545-0519 | «» Malibu area. Let them know if you are in- ¢ »
: + » terested. They will keep everyone posted. ¢ o
_______________________ I T R T PR DR T PR T B P B DR T
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